Mapplethorpe 
trial  ends  in 
acquittal 


Aflter  less  than  two  hours  of  deliberation,  a  jury  determines 
that  the  Contemporary  Arts  Center  and  its  director  did  not 
violate  obscenity  laws  by  showing  the  late  artists'  photographs 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  Hamilton  County 
conservatives  lost  their  battle  to  skewer  the 
Contemporary  Arts  Center  (CAC)  as  a 
bastion  of  smut  OcL  5,  when  a  jury  acquitted 
the  museum  and  its  director  of  obscenity  and 
“child  pornography”  charges. 

Arts  advocates  and  organizers  in  the  Queen 
City’s  gay  and  lesbian  community  hailed  the 
verdict,  calling  it  a  new  day  for  human  rights 
here.  They  also  promised  more  battles,  both 
inside  and  outside  of  the  courtroom,  if  the 
city  presses  charges  against  protesters  cited 
for  civil  disobedience  on  the  trial’s  opening 
day,  SepL  24.  (See  GCN^  Sept.  30.) 

“We’re  thrilled,”  said  Bill  Wilson,  treasurer 
of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  March  Activists 
(GLMA),  which  organized  the  rally.  “For 
Cincinnati,  this  has  been  a  real  turning 
point,”  he  said.  “The  gay  and  lesbian 
community  has  been  in  the  news  every  day, 
more  than  during  any  gay  pride  week.  It’s 
really  been  important  for  us.”  Citing 
“people’s  love  for  the  First  Amendment,”  he 
said,  “it’s  a  good  day  for  Cincinnati  and  the 
Bill  of  Rights.” 

The  CAC  and  director  Dennis  Barrie  stood 
trial  on  two  misdemeanors  each  in  municipal 
court  for  showing  “Robert  Mapplethorpe: 
The  Perfect  Moment,”  a  retrospective  of  175 
photographs  by  the  late  artist  that  toured  the 
country.  The  downtown  museum  faced 
$10,000  in  fines;  Barrie  could  have  been 
fined  $2,000  and  sentenced  to  a  year  in 
prison. 

The  four  men  and  four  women  who  made 
up  the  jury  needed  less  than  two  hours  to 
certify  the  defendants’  innocence.  They  left 
the  tiny  courtroom  without  comment  after  the 
two-week  trial,  which  marked  the  first  time  in 
U.S.  history  that  a  museum  has  faced 
prosecution  for  obscenity  charges. 

“There  was  no  case,  there  never  was  a 
case,"  said  defense  attorney  Marc  Mezibov. 
“This  sends  a  message  across  the  country  not 
to  waste  money  on  this  kind  of  prosecution.” 

Added  law  partner  Louis  Sirkin,  “It’s  a 
signal  to  everybody  that  before  they  can  start 
shutting  down  museums  and  telling  people 
what  they  can  say  and  what  they  can  see,  they 
better  resize  thwe’s  a  protection  out  there. 

“It’s  the  greatest  document  ever  written,” 
he  said.  “Yes,  we  have  a  Bill  of  Rights,  but 
we  must  fight  for  [it].” 

“A  major  battle  was  fought  here  for  the 
arts,  for  creativity,”  said  Barrie.  He  called  the 
verdict  “a  great  day  for  America,”  saying, 
“we  did  something  very  important  in  this  city. 

“We  stood  up  for  the  First  Amendment. 
Those  eight  jurors  know  what  heedom  is  all 


about,  exercised  their  rights  as  individuals 
and  Americans,  and  stood  up  for  that 
freedom,”  said  Barrie,  adding,  “We  won,  the 
Reds  are  going  to  win,  what  more  can  you 
ask  for?" 

Arnold  Lohmann  of  the  American 
Association  of  Museum  Directors  also  found 
baseball  an  apt  metaphor  as  pennant  fever 
swept  Cincinnati.  “It’s  very  important  that 
this  vindication  has  come  locally,”  he  said. 
“It’s  like  the  home  team  winning  the  World 
Series  at  home.” 

The  evening  the  jury  finished  its  work,  the 
Cincinnati  Reds  defeated  the  Pittsburgh 
Pirates  in  the  second  game  of  the  National 
League  play-offs.  Fans  leaving  Riverfront 
Stadium  passed  by  gay  and  lesbian  celebrants 
outside  the  CAC  who  were  holding  signs  that 
said,  “Honk  if  you  love  art.” 

The  night  before  the  verdict  was 
announced,  the  city  staged  its  premier  photo 
opportunity,  with  downtown  businesses 
burning  lights  for  network  television  and 
shutterbugs.  In  his  closing,  Mezibov  said  he 
was  “touched  to  see  this  city  lit  up  for  the 
entire  country  to  see.”  He  told  the  jury,  “You 
have  the  opportunity  to  light  up  this  city  once 
again.” 

City  prosecutor  Frank  Prouty,  Jr.  disagreed, 
saying,  “This  is  not  art.  Those  five  pictures 
are  not  art.  Those  are  graphic  depictions  of 
sexual  activity.”  Prouty  then  described  five  of 
the  seven  pictures  under  scrutiny  in  court,  as 
“homoerotic,  S  &  M  photos.”  TTie  other  two 
works  show  a  naked  boy  and  a  young  girl 
with  her  dress  raised  and  vagina  visible. 

Following  the  trial.  County  Prosecutor 
Arthur  Ney,  Sr.,  said  that  he  had  acted 
because  “the  only  alternative  was  to  let  those 
without  an  interest  in  the  controversy  make 
the  final  decision.”  Ney  impaneled  the  grand 
jury  that  handed  down  the  obscenity 
indicunents  after  crashing  the  exhibit’s  April 
opening  (see  GCN,  April  8).  “Whether  you 
agree  with  the  verdict  or  not,”  he  said,  “the 
final  analysis  is  that  the  system  works.” 

Ney’s  explanation  was  challenged  by  Allen 
Brown,  a  veteran  civil  liberties  lawyer  now 
retired,  who  said,  “The  bad  faith  of  that 
statement  is  so  evident.  It  is  use  of  power 
politics,  rather  than  good-faith  determination 
of  differences  of  opinion  in  the  community.” 
Brown  added  that  Ney’s  “continued  insult  to 
the  public  intelligence  is  such  a  phony 
hypocrisy.  That’s  what  this  jury  woke  up  to.” 

Brown  further  noted  that  Ohio  law  {>ennits 
a  prosecutor  facing  a  possible  obscene  work 
to  petition  a  court  for  a  hearing  to  decide 
whether  the  work  should  be  barred  and  be 
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Demos  in  Kansas  City  and 
S.F.  blast  medical  bigwigs 

California  activists  call  for  swift  drug  approvals, 

and  a  series  of  demos  in  Missouri  pushes  for  patients'  rights  to 

determine  their  own  treatments 


By  Chris  Nealon 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  a  flurry  of 
organizing  from  the  Midwest  to  the  West 
Coast,  AIDS  activists  around  the  U.S.  blasted 
the  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
establishments,  taking  over  a  Kansas  City 
“health  fraud”  conference  and  causing 
commotion  at  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  in  San  Francisco. 

The  newly  formed  ACT  UP/Golden  Gate 
chapter  targeted  the  FDA  Oct.  9,  staging  a 
major  demonstration  to  demand  faster  drug 
approval  for  two  new  anti-HIV  treatments. 
Between  200  and  300  activists  gathered  at 
United  Nations  Plaza  and  called  for  approval 
of  ddl  and  ddC.  Sixteen  protesters  were 
arrested  after  they  chained  themselves  to  the 
FDA  entrance  and  demanded  to  speak  with 
officials  about  approval  for  the  two  drugs. 
Some  activists  and  researchers  have  touted 
ddl  and  ddC  as  more  effective  than  AZT,  the 
only  federally  approved  anti-HIV  drug 
currently  on  the  market. 

Three  weeks  earlier,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
AIDS  activists  from  around  the  U.S. 
demonstrated  against  the  National  Council 
Against  Health  Fraud  conference,  held  Sept. 
15-18.  The  activists  charged  that  the  Council 
stands  in  the  way  of  freedom  of  treatment 
choice  for  people  with  HIV/AIDS.  The 
Council’s  stated  purpose  is  to  act  as  a 
consumer  protector  that  takes  action  against 
fi^udulent  health  practices,  such  as  charging 
exorbitant  fees  for  vitamin  treatments. 
Protesters  claimed,  however,  that  the 
Council’s  real  allegiance  is  to  wealthy 
pharmaceutical  and  insurance  companies  that 
oppose  any  unorthodox  treatments. 

The  series  of  Missouri  actions,  organized 
by  ACT  UP/Kansas  City  and  ACT  UP/New 
York,  included  a  phone  zap  of  the  event,  a 
“counter-conference”  featuring  speakers 
involved  in  alternative  HIV/AIDS  treatments, 
and  civil  disobedience  outside  the  conference 


site.  The  protests  culminated  with  activists 
storming  the  stage  during  conference 
proceedings,  shouting,  “Arrest  the  real 
criminals.”  Twenty-three  demonstrators  were 
arrested  in  the  action. 

‘Overwhelming  evidence’ 

“In  this  case.  I’m  optimistic  about  the 
FDA,”  said  ACT  UP/Golden  Gate  member 
Brenda  Lein,  commenting  on  the  possible 
after-effects  of  the  San  Francisco  protest. 
“There’s  overwhelming  evidence  in  support 
of  the  effectiveness  of  ddl  and  ddC,”  she  told 
GCN,  adding  that  there  is  currently  more 
information  available  about  ddl  and  ddC  than 
there  was  about  AZT  when  it  was  approved 
in  1987. 

Activists  argue  that  faster  approval  of  new 
drugs  is  particularly  important  now  that  the 
limitations  of  AZT  have  become  clear.  Lein 
noted,  for  instance,  that  a  high  percentage  of 
people  with  AIDS/HIV  cannot  chemically 
tolerate  AZT;  she  also  remarked  that  of  those 
people  who  can  use  AZT,  virtually  all  of 
them  develop  resistance  to  it  after  18  months. 

On  the  other  hand,  said  Lein,  one  21 -week 
study  showed  an  increase  in  the  survival  rate 
of  patients  from  50  percent  with  AZT  to  80 
percent  with  ddl  or  ddC,  and  greater  than  90 
percent  with  therapies  combining  the  various 
drugs.  “Given  that,  it’s  almost  criminal  that 
[ddl  and  ddC  are]  not  more  widely 
available,”  she  said. 

Unfortunately,  Lein  remarked,  drug 
approval  is  an  extremely  slow  process,  in  part 
“b^ause  FDA  guidelines  are  so  ambiguous.” 
She  added  that  the  FDA  is  reluctant  to 
consult  drug  companies  about  how  drug 
testing  might  be  run,  so  that  the 
pharmaceuticals  have  become  conservative 
about  what  drugs  they’re  willing  to  test,  and 
how  they  should  test  them.  For  instance,  said 
Lein,  “drug  companies  don’t  feel  they  can 
design  clinical  trials  creatively.”  Clinical 
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HEALING  SERVICES 


COMMUNin  GUIDE 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgsriy  Road 
Boston.  MA0211S 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOUST1C 
HEALTH 

669  Somsrvilla  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

j 

URBAN  ACUPUNCTURIST 
Samantha  Mrtchel. 
licensad  acupuncturist 
82  Glenville  Ave..  «11 
Allslon.  MA  02134 
(617)  783-3965 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORO  HALL 
Routs  9A 

SpoNord.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cannbridge.  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sat;  10-6.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  •Parts  •Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Clambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  ol  Polllicai  Struggle: 
South  Alrica.  Central 
America,  Gay  6  Lesbian 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOUST1C 
HEALTH 

669  Somervlle  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

Da  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

BrookKne.  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLI^ANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUaS  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800,^8629 
(10  Min.  Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340  Exoellsnt 
Relerenoes  -  I  do  windowsi 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  t  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  44S-81X  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  maruiscripts  mid 
flyers  shine.  (617)626-9096 

COUNSELING 

WRtAM  ROSENBERG. 

M.O..  PtiO 

Chid  and  Adul  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  diildton 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 


FRAMMGHAM 
COUNSEUNG 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  CochMuale  Rd.  A.  30 
Framungham.  MA  01701 
(506)  626-0133 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Garak)  Malison.  LCSW 
Jayna  KUDkar.  LCSW 
(SOS)  47V6960 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNIS  UOAROLA 
1366  Beacon  SL.  Suie  106 


Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 
Cheryl  Procaocinl.  LCSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy.  MA  02171 
(617)786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSEUNG  A 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  1/2  Hampshire  St. 
(3aiTt)ridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
CounseOng  lor  lesbians  6  gay 
men.  Individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  leminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  SI..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA.  HIV/  AIDS 
Issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCUkTES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Carriirldge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  Tremonl  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643  • 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COUECTtVE 
60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  M A  02138 
(617)876-8438 

WOMENS  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
lor  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  4432329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RCHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  M  A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Da  JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)3531500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia, 
Corrpulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parties,  business 
(unctions,  jolning/unbn 
ceremonies 
(508)6894)217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  3531925 

Adrianna  :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

a  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)338  5356 
V/ed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Deulmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  corrpiels  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair.  Skin 
cars  and  Make-up  kne 
Tues.  «<d  Sat.  95  Wed.-FrL 
99  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Hokstic  Heath  Relenal 
Servica  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movemerk. 
Nuirtion  and  Sprtual 
Counsetng 

(617)  2698122.  M  Th.  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Hav«mid  Si.  Boston.  MA 
(Uadcal  Career  me)  HIV 
Outpahtm  Cine:  267-7573) 
i  93  MatsactKissns  Ave. 


Bosloa  MA  (Mental  Heath. 
Research.  Communty 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMNST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  dinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.;  free 
anon..  HIV  counseling  S 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Poftsrrwuth.  NH  03801 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY 
SERVICE 

Offering  senstive  welF 
woman  mkhvifary  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Canbridge  St. 
Carrbrldge.  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  spedaKzing 
In  heath  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  spedal  occasions 
(617)776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St..  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Harrpshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  6837676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
MCKELSON 
8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Ful  Service  Brokerage; 

Midge  Batells,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centra  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  SoHo,  Janet  Oeagan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Communty  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Carrbridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8694 

METROPOUTAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
GoVt.  Ctr..  Sunday  Worshp 
7  PM.  Open  to  all.  A  church 
of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Communty,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St..  Boston 
(617)  227-5794  Mass  every 
Sun.  530  PM  Serving  the 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  UMVERSAUST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  o(  Rotebuty 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  at 
Center.  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts..  Roxbury  Crossing  T  stop 
(617)4431277 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St.  kt 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  SL 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)9639530 
TTY-TTD9529 
M  S  137.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULLULN  GONZALE2 
Cenited  Pubkc  Acoouniani 
126  State  Si 
Bosion.  MA  02109 
(617)5231060 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Can  Frmrcmt  Planner 


33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
021M(617)  524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture,  Chiroprtuxic, 
Massage  8  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  /Vlington  St. 

Bosion  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 


WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 
823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM- 
2AM.Sun.9PM-1  AM 


Running  on  Empty 

life  looks  bleak  and  dreary. . . 
everything  is  so  much  effort 
. .  .nothing  gives  you  pleasure 
. .  .not  even  food,  sex,  or 
friends. .  .and  it’s  hard  to  find 
a  way  to  ease  the  pain. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CEMTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 

Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 


Tiir  Sunap«e  Region 

*  New  Hampshire 

BEAN  (603)  456-3144 

GOOSE 


The  Bean  Gcxjse  (ben  gew)  I  .a  bed  and  breoltfost 
inn  offeriing  cooniry  charm.  2.  a  vaclicxi  or 
weekend  refreaf  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegont  linens,  critiques  and  gourmet  breoklosls... 

MASnRCARD  A  VISA 

11/2  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jon  and  Leslie 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  efreud  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

Tuesday  •  7:30  PM 
October  23, 1990 
First  Parish  in  Cambridge 

3  Church  Street,  Harvard  Square 

Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
For  more  information 
,  (617)  628-7665 

©>-  (partial) 


Womencrafts 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
5(»487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 

FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 
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Rosie  Jimenez  day  spurs 
memories  and  actions 


BOSTON — More  than  200  people  marched  Oct.  4  in  an  annual  demonstration 
commemorating  the  death  of  Rosie  Jimenez,  who  is  believed  to  be  the  first  woman  to  die  of  an 
illegal  abortion  following  the  elimination  of  federal  Medicaid  funds  for  the  procedure.  The 
spirited  protest  march,  sponsored  by  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW),  demanded  the  reinstatement  of  federal  funds  for  abortion  and  urged 
Massachusetts  voters  to  “defeat  the  anti-social  service  CLT  [Citizens  for  Limited  Taxation] 
petition”  (an  anti-tax  ballot  question). 

Chanting  ‘They  say  roll  back,  we  say  fight  back,”  the  group  of  student,  feminist,  and  Latino 
aaivists  marched  with  social  service  a^ocates  along  Massachusetts  Avenue  from  Boston  City 
Hospital  to  Copley  Square.  Progressive  aaivists  have  said  that  the  tax  cuts  proposed  by  the 
CLT  petition  would  devastate  all  human  services,  particularly  health  care,  education,  and 
services  for  poor  people  fsee  GCN,  Oa  7).  The  protest  “highlighted  the  need  to  secure  access 
to  all  health  care  services,*’  according  to  NOW. 

Following  the  march,  a  brief  rally  was  held  to  remember  Rosie  Jimenez  and  all  women  who 
have  died  because  of  ille^  abortions.  Jimenez  died  Oa.  3,  197^  following  the  passage  the 
previous  August  of  the  Hyde  Amendment,  which  eliminated  all  public  funding  for  aboaion. 
Marta  Rosa,  a  Latina  School  Committee  member  from  Chelsea,  spoke  in  Spanish  about  the  life 
of  Rosie  Jimenez.  Ellen  Convisser,  president  of  Boston  NOW,  delivered  the  same  speech  in 
English. 

"Rosie  died  trying  to  maintain  control  of  her^ own  life  and  her  own  body,”  said  Convisser.  “In 
an  affidavit  [written]  after  Rosie’s  death,  her  best  friend  said,  ‘[Rosie]  changed  my  life  She  was 
the  one  v»rho  talked  me  into  going  to  college  We  both  had  little  children  and  I  wasn’t  so  sure. 
But  Rosie  said,  ‘We  have  to;  we  have  to  become  independent”  We  didn’t  want  to  work  in  the 
fields,  Rosie  and  me  We  didn’t  even  want  to  be  secretaries.’” 

Convisser  concluded,  “Rosie  died  because  the  federal  government  said  that  the  right  to 
privacy  and  the  right  to  abortion  were  rights  for  those  with  money,  not  those  with  Medicaid 
cards. 

On  Oa.  3,  the  anniversary  of  Jimenez’s  death,  the  Reproducttve  Rights  Network  also 
commemorated  the  event,  passing  out  leaflets  on  the  subway  to  commuters.  The  flyer  said 
that,  ‘The  conditions  that  forced  [Jimenez’s]  death  still  threaten  many  women’s  lives,  especially 
the  lives  of  poor  women,  young  women,  and  women  of  color.”  It  cited  restriaive  recent 
Supreme  Coua  decisions,  the  bombing  of  an  abortion  clinic  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  infant 
mortalitv  rates  in  communities  of  color,  and  social  service  cuts  as  attacks  on  access  to  health 
are  and  reproductive  freedom. 

Straight  bar  throws  out 
Queer  Nation  members 


Graffiti,  dancing,  and  same-sex  kissing  outrage  heterosexual 
owner  and  patrons 


By  Chris  Nealon 

BOSTON  —  Angry  at  having  been 
forcibly  removed  from  a  local  bar  on  Oct  6, 
lesbian  and  gay  activists  here  say  they  are 
considering  taking  legal  action  against  a 
police  officer  who  reportedly  threw  them  out 
The  activists,  members  of  the  group  Queer 
Nation,  were  dancing  at  the  predominantly 
heterosexual  Stocks  and  Bonds  as  part  of  a 
“visibility  action.” 

Such  actions  usually  involve  lesbians  and 
gay  men  making  themselves  known  in 
traditionally  heterosexual  places.  In  this 
case,  Queer  Nation  members  say,  they  were 
being  openly  affectionate  and  suddenly 
found  themselves  the  focus  of  great  hostility. 

“It  was  very  serious,  a  very  outrageous 
thing,”  said  Jamie  Pierce,  a  Queer  Nation 
member  who  was  at  Stocks  and  Bonds. 
Pierce  told  GCN  that  “the  whole  thing  was 
initiated  by  a  Boston  policeman.  He  just  lost 
his  cool  —  he  couldn’t  stand  the  sight  of  us.” 

According  to  Pierce,  the  12  activists 
arrived  at  the  bar  around  10:30  and  “acted 
like  ourselves,  danced,  basically  were  there.” 
He  said  that  at  11:55,  two  gay  men  in  the 
group  who  were  kissing  were  ejected  by  a 
uniformed  Boston  policeman  who  told  them, 
“‘you  can’t  do  that  in  here.’”  Pierce  said  that 
when  he  and  his  lover  saw  what  was 
happening,  they  decided  to  start  kissing  as 
well.  At  that  point.  Pierce  said,  the  officer 


grabbed  Pierce’s  lover  by  the  throat  and 
pushed  him  back  about  25  feet  to  the 
entrance  of  the  bar. 

“The  bouncers  took  this  to  be  a  signal  and 
immediately  began  to  round  up  everybody 
else,”  said  Rerce.  In  any  case,  he  added,  the 
other  Queer  Nation  people  had  begun  to  slip 
out  of  the  bar,  because  “it  was  too  dangerous 
to  stay  in  there  at  that  point.”  Once  the 
activists  were  all  outside  the  bar.  Pierce 
continued,  they  began  blowing  whistles  and 
chanting,  at  which  point  someone  in  the  bar 
called  the  police.  Shortly  thereafter,  six 
police  cars  arrived  at  Stocks  and  Bonds,  and 
the  additional  officers  advised  the  Queer 
Nation  members  to  leave  the  premises. 

The  activists  moved  on  to  a  nearby  police 
station,  where  Pierce  said  they  filed  a 
complaint  against  the  bar  and  the  officer, 
Paul  Gains  (badge  #1007).  The  internal 
affairs  division  of  the  Boston  police 
department  told  GCN  that  it  was  going  to 
investigate  the  charges  against  Gains. 

‘The  more  normal  reaction’ 

Pierce  said  that  although  Queer 
Nation/Boston  has  been  doing  visibility 
actions  since  its  inception  in  July,  this  was 
the  first  time  he  had  encounter^  physical 
violence.  He  added  that  he  thought  there 
could  be  several  reasons  for  the  difference:  in 
earlier  instances.  Pierce  said,  much  larger 
Continued  on  page  7 


Pro-choicers  thwart 
anti-abortionists 


Abortion  rights  activists  charge  that  they  were  arrested  for  'no 
legitimate  reason' 


By  Julie  Graham 

BOSTON — In  two  separate  counter¬ 
protests,  abortion  rights  activists  mobilized 
here  on  the  weekend  of  Oct.  6-7  to  oppose 
anti-choice  demonstrations. 

On  Saturday,  Oct.  6,  about  45  pro-choice 
advocates  gathered  in  the  Mission  Hill  area 
to  impede  an  anti-choice  group  marching  to 
the  Planned  Parenthood  clinic  in  Brookline. 
The  anti-choice  rally,  spearheaded  by  the 
fundamentalist  organization  Operation 
Rescue,  began  at  the  Mission  Hill  Church  at 
about  7:30  a.m.,  and  ended  at  Planned 
Parenthood,  where  anti-abortionists  hoped  to 
harass  the  clinic’s  clients  as  they  arrived  for 
appointments. 

Marlene  Fried,  a  member  of  the 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  (R2N2),  the 
group  responsible  for  cooordinating  the 
counter-demo,  told  GCN  that  the  goal  of  the 
abortion  rights  activists  was  “to  keep  the 
anti-abortionists  from  getting  to  the  clinic 
until  most  of  the  clients  had  gotten  through 
the  clinic  doors.” 

The  abortion  rights  activists  converged 
with  the  anti-choice  demonstrators  near 


Huntington  Avenue,  and  stood  in  front  of  the 
group,  attempting  to  block  its  passage. 
Boston  police  quickly  arrived  on  the  scene, 
ordering  the  pro-choice  activists  to  allow  the 
anti-abortion  group  to  pass.  The  pro-choice 
ralliers  responded  by  walking  slowly  in  front 
of  their  opposition,  sometimes  linking  arms 
to  keep  the  anti-abortion  group  from  passing. 
Because  neither  group  had  a  permit  to 
organize  on  the  street,  the  police  ordered 
both  crowds  to  remain  on  the  sidewalk. 
When  both  groups  began  to  spill  onto  the 
street,  however,  only  pro-choice 
demonstrators  were  arrested.  Susan  Yano,  a 
member  of  R2N2  and  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  pro-choice  event,  told  GCN,  “It’s  clear 
that  the  police  had  an  agenda,  which  was  to 
allow  [the  anti-abortion  group]  to  march  to 
the  clinic  unimpaired.” 

Sheila  Parks,  one  of  the  activists  arrested, 
agreed  that  the  action  by  the  police  seemed 
unwarranted.  “[They]  had  absolutely  no 
legitimate  reason  to  arrest  us,”  she  told  GCN. 
“Neither  group  had  permits.  For  them  to 

Continued  on  page  10 


Disability  rights  activists 
hold  historic  Pride  Day 


BOSTON — In  the  tradition  of  the  gay  pride  and  Black  power  movements,  the  first-ever 
Disabiliw  Pride  Day  was  held  here  Oct  6.  More  than  400  people  marched,  drove,  wheeled  and 
moved  irom  City  Hall  to  Boston  Common  in  a  demonstration  to  affirm  that  "far  from  tragic, 
disability  is  a  natural  part  of  the  human  experience,"  according  to  the  platform  statement  by  the 
Disability  Pride  Day  Coalition. 

Sponsored  by  a  broad  coalition  of  social  service  and  aaivist  groups,  including  the  Boston 
Center  for  Independent  Living,  the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  and  the  Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front  the  event  marked  "the  next  step  in  the  disability  rights  movement"  organizer 
Amy  Hausbrouk  told  GCN.  “It’s  about  pushing  the  boundaries,  now  that  the  Amerians  with 
Disabilities  Aa  has  passed,"  said  Hausbrouk,  v^o  is  a  blind  bisexual  woman. 

Other  sponsors  included  the  Boston  Commission  for  Persons  with  Disabilities,  DEAF, 
lnc.,the  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  the  Spinal  Cord  Injury  Association,  the  Massachusetts 
Coalition  of  Citizens  with  Disabilities,  Independence  Associates,  the  Greater  Framingham 
Independent  Living  Program.the  Southeast  Center  for  Independent  Living,  UMass/Boston 
Disabled  Student  Services,  Ministry  for  Disabled  Persons,  the  Epilepsy  Foundation,  and  the 
People  with  AIDS  Coalition. 

"It  was  great,"  said  Carrie  Dearborn,  a  lesbian  with  disabilities.  "It  was  like  Gay  Pride,  when 
there  are  so  many  gay  people  around  you  an  imagine  what  the  world  would  be  like  it  gay 
people  were  in  the  majority,*’  she  told  GCN.  "I  could  ^most  imagine  that  I  was  in  the  majority." 

"When  you  are  disabled  a  lot  of  people  patronize  you,"  said  Dearborn,  adding,  "When  I 
drove  down  Bo^lston  Street  with  a  friend  of  mine  who  also  uses  a  chair,  people  got  the  fuck 
out  of  our  way. 

Pride  demonstrations,  said  Hausbrook,  are  "a  way  for  a  group  to  shed  internalized 
oppression.  If  you  hear  from  day  one  that  disability  is  tragic,  a  curse  from  God,  and  to  hope  for 
a  cure,  you  have  a  very  real  experience  of  ’defectiveness.'"  She  added,  "People  in  the 
community  lie  along  a  continuum  of  very  deep  self-hatred  and  very  great  pride." 

Speakers  at  the  dennonstration  included  John  Hockenberry,  a  v^eelchair  user  from  National 
Public  Radio,  Lori  Stewart,  from  the  Disabled  Women’s  Political  Alliance,  and  Steven  Bachner, 
of  the  Low-Incidence  Disabilities  Orpnning  Projea. 

One  speaker  who  was  absent  from  the  rally  was  Sharon  Kowalski,  a  lesbian  with  disabilities 
whose  battle  for  self-determination  has  sparked  a  coalition  between  disability  rights  and  gay 
rights  groups.  Kowalski  was  barred  from  the  event  by  Minnesota  judge  Robert  Campbell,  who 
has  scheduled  a  hearing  for  Oa.  12  to  determine  guardianship  of  Kowalski,  the  latest 
development  in  the  protraaed  legal  battle  between  Kowalski’s  lover,  Karen  Thompson,  and 
her  parents.  (See  GCN,  Sept  30).  /Sthough  Kowalski  had  expressed  a  desire  to  attend  Disability 
Pride  Day,  Campbell  ruled  that  "It  was  not  in  Sharon’s  best  interest"  to  leave  the  state  for  the 
event  Thompson  spoke  in  her  place 

Laura  Briggs 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

AvailabI*  in  November.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  about  Boston/New  England 
and  also  stories  with  a  national  sc^.  May 
include  some  analyticaHeature  writing  as  wel. 
Share  responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and 
processing  subscriptions. 

Quallflcatlone;  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability  to 
write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
pressure.  Knowledge  of  local/national  lesbian  and 
gay  community  and  issues  helpful.  Strong 
organizational  and  record  keeping  skills  and 
knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  compilers  also 
helpful. 

Deadline  fa  application;  November  1, 1990. 


GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  dass  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions 
pay  ^  15/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  fa  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  fa  innovatbn. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Jobs,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Questions?  call  426-4469 


Dear  GCN: 

John  Zeh's  report  on  the  gay/lesbian 
courthouse  protests  plaruied  for  Cincinnati  for 
September  24ih  (see  GCN,  Sept,  16-22)  is 
inaccurate  and  inadequate  at  best.  Indeed,  it 
seems  deliberately  biased.  The  report  gives  the 
impression  Ted  Good  and  Stonewall  Cinciiutati 
have  been  prominant  in  opposing  homophobic 
reactions  to  the  Mapplethorpe  photos.  In  reality, 
Stonewall  has,  as  usual,  avoided  an  upfront 
activist  response.  GLMA  (Gay  Lesbian  March 
Activists,  founded  by  Shane  (^e  Hee  aller  the 
March  on  Washington  and  now  ably  chaired  by 
Scott  MacLarty)  has  been  the  central  force  in 
opposing  Simon  Leis's  homophobic  steamroler. 
Cincinnati  Act  Up  (intially  part  of  GLMA,  now 
calved  off,  aid  effectively  led  by  Carol  Lippmann 
and  Todd  Kamm)  entusiaslically  built  momeiHum 
for  the  September  24th  protest.  Kim  Henson, 
leader  of  Voice  against  Censoishp,  rallied  anists. 

An  the  above,  and  more,  is  explained  ki  detail 
in  the  gay/lesbian  paper,  Nouveau  Midwest, 


published  in  Cinciimati.  Does  John  Zeh  wish  to 
inform  himself  and  his  readers?  If  so,  he  should 
consult  Cincinnati  sources  capable  of  providing 
unbiased,  authentic,  accounts.  Cincinnatians  who 
spent  so  much  money  and  so  many  hours  over  so 
many  year’s  defending  John  Zeh  from 
homophobic  Simon  Leis,  while  Stonewall 
Cincinnati’s  board  (including  Ted  Good)  sat  on 
their  collective  asses,  deserve  the  best  John  Zeh  is 
capable  of  giving! 

Robert  B.  McNec 
I  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Coming  out  the  second 
time  around 

Dear  GCN: 

When  I  entered  prison,  both  my  pride  in  my 
gayness,  and  my  courage  failed  me.  The  aura  of 
the  place  had  me  lying  through  my  teeth  in  only  a 
few  moments.  During  the  intake  interview,  where 
I  was  asked  about  my  religion  and  my  sexual 
preference,  the  lies  came  easily,  this  big,  bad  and 
proud  gay  wiccan  became  a  straight  Christian.  I 
began  to  play  out  the  fiction  I’d  created  for 
myself,  hating  every  moment,  and  my  own 
cowardice.  Even  my  nights  were  damned,  as  soon 
as  my  eyes  closed,  the  nightmares  began. 

I  took  to  drinking  jailhouse  hooch  to  case  the 
pain,  when  I  could  afford  it.  I’d  buy  drugs,  I  was 
desperate  to  escape  the  suffering.  This  went  on  for 
around  two  years,  years  of  destructive  self  hatred 
and  substance  abuse. 

For  me,  the  end  of  the  hiding  began  when  I 
began  writing  poetry,  and  for  me,  the  words 
wouldn't  lie,  whk  1  was  came  out  in  every  word. 
Writing  eased  the  pain,  healed  wounds  both  old 
and  new,  I  couldn’t  give  it  up,  but  to  continue 
would  give  me  away.  In  a  way,  the  whole 
experience  was  like  a  trip  through  time,  back  to 
the  pain  filled  days  before  I  came  out  the  first 
time,  which  had  also  been  a  period  filled  with 
suffering,  lies  and  drugs.  When  this  knowledge  hit 
me,  the  shock  was  intense,  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
do  what  it  took  to  get  back  to  who  I  was. 

My  path  to  this  was  a  quiet  one,  I  began  to 
send  my  writing  out,  to  share  it  with  those  who 
were  my  friends,  or  what  passes  for  friends  in 
prison.  When  asked,  I  admitted  that  I  was  gay, 
and  left  it  at  that.  Outwardly,  my  life  changed 
very  little,  those  who  had  a  problem  with  my 
admission  drifted  out  of  my  circle,  the  snide 
remarks  and  harassment  were  very  subdued,  truth 
is,  nobody  really  cared.  To  be  honest,  being  6'2", 
300  lbs.,  didn't  hurt  either,  as  during  my  drinking 
phase  I’d  gotten  a  very  nasty  reputation. 

The  difference  inside  of  me  is  tremendous,  the 
feeling  of  freedom  is  if  possible  more  intense  than 
it  had  been  the  first  time  around.  I’m  mature 
enough  now  to  understand  how  vital  it  is  to  be 
myself,  and  how  little  of  me  is  alive  when  the  lies 
and  fear  take  over. 

Vernon  Maulsby 
Box  244 

■  Graterford,  PA  19426 

Protect  the  public 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  very  distressed  to  read  the  recent 
GCN  article  by  [Laura]  Briggs  (  August  17  - 
31)  on  therapist-client  sex.  Therapist-client 
sexual  contact  is  not  a  debatable  issue. 
Those  of  us  who  have  studied  this  problem 
have  unequivocally  demonstrated  that  sexual 
involvement  with  therapists  is  harmful  to 
clients:  90%  suffer  ill  effects,  11%  are 
pisychiatrically  hospitalized,  and  1%  commit 
suicide.  Sexual  abuse  of  clients  is  also  not 
confined  to  the  heterosexual  community  - 
15%  of  cases  are  lesbian  and  5%  gay. 

The  proposed  legislation  is  not,  as  Hubbard  has 
suggested,  designed  to  bring  police  and  judges 
into  our  bedrooms.  Rather  it  is  intended  to 
protect  the  public  from  abusive  practitioners  who 
are  incapable  of  understanding  their  responsibility 
to  help  rather  than  harm  their  clients. 

Sincerely, 
Nanene  K.  Ganrell,  MD. 
I  San  Frandsco,  CaUf. 

Crime:  being  Black  and 
gay 

Dear  GCN: 

We  as  gay  men  and  women  share  alot  of 
feelings  for  those  that  we  care  for,  and  at  various 
times  have  answered  the  call  to  arms,  so  to  speak, 
to  defend  our  communities  or  speak  out 
concerning  our  rights  and  the  freedom  of  choice 
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provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
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space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity.  In 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
Intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters 
can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  Speaking 
Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a  short  (one  to  two 
sentence)  biographical  note  about  the  author 
for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  Is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  —  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

The  opinions  expressed  In  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are 
not  Intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the 
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lo  be  what  we  were  born  to  be  without  fear  of 
degradation  by  those  of  alternate  life  styles.  If  I 
were  asked  to  define  gay  in  single  words,  I  would 
say  passionate,  strong,  proud,  loving,  and  the 
most  talented  group  of  people  of  any  lifestyle. 
But  that  is  not  what  I  want  to  talk  about,  1  waiu  to 
talk  about  prison,  gay  prison,  because  gay  is  what 
I  am,  aird  prison  is  wh^  I'm  at. 

To  begin  with  let’s  be  friends,  my  name  is 
Edward  Love,  I'm  a  36  year  old  man  of  mixed 
black  and  Puerto  Rican  blood,  an  ex-teacher  of 
special  education,  a  Vietnam  vet,  gay  and  if  I  may 
be  modest,  an  attractive  man  in  a  masculine  way. 

I  am  presently  in  a  Nebraska  prison  but  am 
fiom  NY,  PA,  D.C.,  MA  area,  and  in  fact,  had  not 
ever  heard  of  Nebraska  until  being  stuck  here 
with  car  problems  and  ended  up  in  prison 
because  my  crime  in  fact  was  being  black  and 
gay.  I'm  serving  3  years  for  assualting  two  people 
who  thought  "Nigger  Queers”  were  safe  to 
harass. 

In  this  prison  system  there  are  748  inmates,  of 
that  number  there  are  to  my  knowledge  18  gays 
who  openly  confess  to  being  gay.  I  am  the  cmly 
black  man,  and  I  survive  on  skills  1  acquired 
growing  up  on  the  streets  of  NY,  I'm  a  fighter, 
and  since  this  is  known  in  the  prison,  fm  no  fiin. 

For  the  longest  time,  1  used  to  hear  people  use 
terms  like  "happy  as  a  fag  in  a  men's  prison." 
Well  I'd  like  for  all  to  know  that  there  is  no 
happiness  in  the  prison  life  of  gay  men,  there  is 
no  romantic  scenery  of  being  stranded  on  an 
island  full  of  beautiful  bodies  and  fantasy  sex.  In 
truth,  prison  makes  being  gay  mean,  brutal, 
lonely,  and  very  scared.  People  in  the  free  world 
never  hear  of  the  things  inside  of  these  walls  like 
being  awakened  in  the  night  by  guards  who  want 
you  to  perform  one  sexual  act  or  another  for  him 
under  tlueats  of  bodily  harm,  no  one  sees  or  reads 
how  most  of  the  gay  population  is  so  afraid  and 
tired  of  being  robb^  and  beaten  just  because  of 
being  what  they  are  that  they  end  up  having  to 
submit  to  having  jailhouse  pimps  who  in  return 
for  his  protection  sells  their  bodes  and  have  no 
choice  but  to  submit  or  else  finding  that  they  are 
alone  and  unprotected.  You  never  hear  the  cries 
the  walls  seem  to  transmit  each  night  from  one 
gay  man  or  another  being  sodomized  with  things 
like  broom  handles,  or  pool  cues. 

In  prison,  gay  is  a  crime,  and  one  that  carries  a 
life  sentence  b«:ause  you  pay  for  it  day  after  day. 
I'm  a  fighter,  but  in  the  last  2  years  I've  seen 
many  that  were  not,  some  have  just  accepted  this 
degradation  because  of  fear,  many  have  just 
curled  up  inside  and  are  now  on  the  psychiatric 
units,  and  a  couple  have  cheated  the  system  by 
death. 

Over  the  last  two  years,  fve  learned  to  be  my 
own  best  friend,  mainly  because  the  only  things 
that  I  have  in  here  of  my  own  are  my  mistakes 
and  good  memories  that  fade  more  and  more 
each  day  and  most  of  my  loneliness.  I  never 
picnired  myself  in  prison  and  from  the  crimes  of 
most  of  the  gay  men  here  neither  did  they,  but  the 
one  thing  all  of  us  had  in  common  was 
disappointment,  all  of  us  had  jobs,  friends  and 
families  in  our  communities,  even  lovers,  but 
coming  to  prison  erased  all  of  that  by  doing 
things  like  painting  us  as  immoral  creatures,  by 
deaming  us  worthies,  and  in  most  cases  of  Mends 
and  families,  "it’s  out  of  sight,  out  of  mind." 

People  like  myself  need  to  know  that  there  are 
people  who  still  care,  to  give  us  the  motivation  to 
keep  going  day  after  day.  We  need  to  be  loved 
just  as  those  who  are  free,  and  we  need  Mends  to 
talk  with  and  share  a  little  with  through  simple 
letters.  But  most  of  all  we  want  to  be 
remembered  and  thought  of  because  inside  of 
you,  and  regardless  of  social  status,  you  are  not, 
as  proven  by  the  Hitlers  in  our  history,  exempt  by 
this  form  of  social  racism,  and  authoritive  hatred 
in  our  prisons  as  well  as  our  politics. 

Edward  Love 
39369 
Box  2500 

H  Lincoln,  NE  68502 

Hard  meat  running 
loose 

DearGCN: 

I  have  just  read  your  September  9-15 
newsp^jer  and  I  have  found  it  to  be  very  good  lo 
my  senses,  "Thank  you"  very  very  much!!! 

Of  course,  I  have  request^  that  my  Mend  be 
so  good  as  lo  come  out  of  his  closet  far  enough  to 
let  me  get  his  copy  eadi  time  he  gets  one.  Fm 
glad  lo  hear  of  su^  great  leaps  for  our  (Gay  men 
&  women)  rights  as  people,  are  being  sought  I’m 
30  years  old  as  of  last  August  24th  and  have  been 
gay  since  I  was  fifteert  I’m  doing  time  in  Florida 
and  won't  get  out  until  1993.  I’m  an  open  queer  or 
punk  as  we  girls  are  called  here.  My  lover  is  not 
very  frequent  to  jump  in  bed  and  with  all  this 
hard  meat  tunning  loose  I  stay  on  edge  yet  am 
not  aDowed  to  touch  any  other  than  my  husband. 
At  any  rale  I  should  live,  he  is  faMy  good  to  me 
in  respect  to  what  I  sec  the  rest  of  my  sisters 
going  through.  I  see  the  attention  you  give  to 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Women,  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  are  standing  together. 


By  Molly  Yard  and  Urvashi  Vaid 

Washington,  D.C.,  Sept.  20,  1990.  The 
1990s  present  a  political  landscape  of  both 
frustration  and  renewed  hope.  The  civil 
rights  successes  of  our  movements  have 
generated  a  right-wing  backlash  that  has 
targeted  gay  men  and  all  women  for  special 
attack.  The  right  to  privacy  for  women  and 
gay  men  has  been  seriously  eroded  —  both 
in  Bowers  v.  Hardwick  and  in  recent  attackes 
on  Roe  v.  Wade.  Yet  these  setbacks  have 
inspired  a  surge  of  grassroots  activism  in  the 
progressive  community,  and  particularly  in 
the  feminist  and  lesbian  and  gay 
communities. 

The  National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  and  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
'Task  Force  (NGLTF)  are  at  the  forefront  of 
grassroots  organizing  in  our  respective 
communities.  We  recognize  we  must  stand 
together,  steadfast  on  our  diverse  yet 
inextricably  connected  issues. 

One  of  our  greatest  challenges  as  political 
movements  is  to  resist  the  urge  to  protect 
only  our  own.  The  "me  first"  mentality  of 
the  1980s  is  a  death  knell  for  the  coalition 
politics  of  the  1990s.  We  can  no  longer 
afford  the  "divide  and  conquer,"  single-issue 
focus  that  hobbled  us  in  the  past 

We  must  draw  connections  between  the 
discrimination  we  face  and  learn  the 
commonality  in  the  liberation  we  seek.  We 
have  seen  from  the  explosion  of  the  right 
wing  that  unity  is  power.  We  too  must  grow 
in  our  level  of  cooperation  and  mutual 
support  in  the  progressive  community. 

Today,  the  ties  between  the  feminist 
community  and  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  are  stronger  than  ever.  NGLTF 
and  NOW  have  been  close  allies  because  our 
struggles  for  equal  rights,  privacy  and 
individual  freedom  are  one  strugle.  The 
slakes  have  never  been  higher. 

Abortion  rights,  the  "do  or  die"  issue  for 
feminists  in  the  1990s,  have  received  strong 
support  from  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  Feminists,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
understand  the  ability  of  women  to  control 
their  sexual  and  reproductive  lives  free  from 
dictate  of  the  church  and  the  state  is  exactly 
the  freedom  gay  and  lesbian  people  seek.  On 
this  issue,  on  the  repeal  of  Hardwick  and  all 
inumsive  sodomy  laws,  we  must  fight  against 
the  imposition  of  state-sanctioned  controls 
on  our  most  private,  intimate  decisions. 

NOW  and  NGL'TP  are  allies  on  a  host  of 


other  issues.  We  are  members  and  co¬ 
founders  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Military 
Freedom  Coalition,  which  fights  the 
blatantly  homophobic  policies  of  the  U.S. 
Armed  Forces.  As  one  of  the  largest 
employers  in  the  world,  the  military's  active 
and  institutionalized  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men  is  as  outrageous  as  it  is 
useless. 

The  military  is  also  one  of  the  last 
bastions  of  legal  discrimination  against 
women.  Not  only  are  women  three  times 
more  likely  to  be  discharged  for 
homosexuality,  but  they  are  also  denied 
entrance  into  half  of  all  jobs  in  the  military 
by  combat  exclusion  laws  and  regulations. 
Pushing  the  U.S.  military  to  practice  the 
values  they  allegedly  defend  requires  the 
growing,  resolute  coalition  we  have  begun  to 
build. 

Health  care  is  another  area  where  feminist 
and  lesbian  and  gay  concerns  overlap.  The 
spiraling  costs  of  insurance  and  resulting 
inaccessibility  of  health  care  have  placed  a 
national  health  care  system  at  the  top  of  our 
agendas.  People  with  HIV  and  AIDS, 
women  and  children,  people  of  color,  people 
with  disabilities,  and  people  living  in  non- 
traditional  families  whose  partners  are 
ineligible  for  employee  health  benefits,  are 
disproportionately  represented  among  the  37 
million  Americans  with  no  health  insurance, 
and  the  nearly  70  million  underinsured. 

Breast  cancer  and  other  gynecological 
cancers  are  a  major  concern  of  the  women’s 
movement  in  general,  and  indeed  are  of 
special  concern  of  the  lesbian  community. 
Studies  show  that  women  who  do  not  have 
children  or  have  children  later  in  life  are  at 
higher  risk  for  certain  gynecological  cancers. 
Lesbians  are  also  less  likely  to  get  regular 
gynecological  exams.  They  forego  early 
diagnosis  for  fear  of  homophobia  or  because 
they  do  not  need  regular  prescriptions  for 
contraception  that  often  motivate 
heterosexual  women  to  see  a  doctor. 

The  struggle  to  secure  an  adequate  federal 
and  state  response  to  AIDS  remains  a 
priority  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  in 
the  second  decade  of  the  epidemic.  AIDS  is 
also  a  feminist  concern  as  the  incidence  of 
HIV  among  women,  particularly  women  of 
color,  continues  to  rise  while  resources 
available  to  women  with  AIDS  remain 
grossly  inadequate.  We  must  fight  together 


for  adequate  funding  for  care,  education  and 
research,  for  access  to  promising  therapies, 
for  non-discriminalory  access  to  health  care. 
We  must  ensure  that  these  resources  are 
made  available  to  all  affected  populations. 

Family  issues  are  another  area  of  common 
interest.  The  right-wing  definition  of 
"traditional  family"  is  aimed  at  subjugating 
women.  It  renders  completely  invisible 
lesbian  and  gay  families  and  ignores  the 
diverse  arrangments  that  make  up  the 
majority  of  American  families  today. 

We  must  fight  together  to  force  this 
country  to  recognize,  validate  and  support 
families  in  all  their  diversity.  Our  agendas 
include  domestic  partnership  legislation, 
family  and  medical  leave  bills  that  are 
substantive  and  inclusive,  and  foster  care 
and  adoption  policies  open  to  all.  The 
education  our  children  receive  must  address 
the  epidemic  levels  of  teenage  pregnancy 
and  lesbian  and  gay  youth  suicide. 

The  gauntlet  has  been  thrown  down  before 
feminists,  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
1990s.  We  face  enormous  obstacles  in  the 
fight  for  a  Federal  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights  bill  and  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  both  targeted  for  passage  in 
this  decade.  Yet  working  together,  NOW  and 
NGLTF  present  a  formidable  force  for 
freedom  and  are  partners  in  the  struggle  for 
equality.  It  is  a  fi^t  we  intend  to  win. 

Molly  Yard  is  President  of  NOW  and 
Urvashi  Vaid  is  Executive  Director  of 
NGLTF. 


those  of  us  that  are  locked  away  in  prison,  and 
thank  you  for  it,  for  we  have  no  rights  in  here, 
this  is  "red  neck  country."  Discrimination  as  well 
as  homophobia  hang  like  pea  soup  each  and 
every  day,  which  makes  for  some  real  long  days. 
Again  I  thank  you  for  the  fresh  air  your  paper 
gives  me!!! 

James  (Jessica)  Burner 
080092  E-83 
Baker  Correctional  Institution 
RO.  Box  500 

H  Olustee,  Fla.  32072 

Love  in  prison 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  in  1986,  after  I  had  been  in  prison  for 
six  years  that  Ray  entered  the  compound.  At  first, 
I  le^y  didn't  care  because  six  yean  of  constant 
exposure  lo  the  cruellies  of  prison  had  turned  me 
into  a  cold  and  uncaring  shell  of  a  human  being. 

However,  a  few  weeks  after  Ray  arrived,  my 
supervisor  called  me  into  his  office  and  explained 
thi  he  was  re-assigning  Ray  to  work  outside 
with  me,  becuase  his  presence  was  creating 
problems  for  both  staff  and  inmates. 

You  see  Ray  was  gay.  And  what  that  meant 
was  torment.  It  meant  if  he  layed  a  cup  of  coffee 
down,  it  was  lo  get  spit  in.  It  mearu  making  fun 
of  him  and  jokes  about  him  7  hours  out  of  a  7  1/2 
hour  day.  It  meant  hitting  him  when  the  cop 
wasn’t  looking,  and  pinning  signs,  and  sniff  on 
his  back.  In  short,  it  meant  hating  him  for  no 
other  reason  other  than  he  was  differenL 

After  Ray  and  1  were  assigned  to  work 
together,  we  became  friends.  He  would  share  his 
experiences  with  me  in  life  of  non  acceptance 
and  ostracizalion,  and  the  more  we  shared,  the 
more  1  realized  how  much  alike  we  were  in  a 
world  that  had  turned  its  back  on  us.  We  became 
very  close  Mends  through  our  mutual 
understanding.  For  the  first  lime  in  many  years,  I 
found  I  could  care  for  someone  other  than 
myself. 

However  in  late  1987,  disaster  began  to  sMke. 
One  day  at  work,  Ray  started  to  become  iff.  It 


started  at  about  10am.  By  2pm  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  gel  the  cop  to  send  Ray  lo  the  prison 
clinic. 

I  saw  Ray  again  at  5:30  and  he  told  me  that  he 
was  going  to  be  transferred  to  the  Dallas  hospital 
for  a  few  days,  but  not  to  worry,  he  would  be 
back. 

However  at  6pm,  I  watched  Ray  handcuffed 
led  lo  solitary  confinement.  During  the  next 
couple  of  days,  I  found  out  that  Ray  had  been 
thrown  in  a  cell,  and  was  being  given  aspirin  and 
was  becoming  quite  ill.  I  began  lo  become  quite 
concerned,  and  Med  with  all  my  might  to  gel  Ray 
medical  care. 

There  was  a  new  Lt.  that  had  arrived  a  few 
months  before  with  whom  I  had  some  rapport, 
and  so  I  told  him  there  was  a  person  who  was  ill, 
and  locked  up  for  no  reason.  I  told  the  Lt  that  he 
was  my  Mend  and  if  anything  happened  to  Ray 
because  of  denial  of  medical  care,  I  would  write 
GCN ,  and  everyone  to  let  them  know  what  was 
up.  The  Lt.  promised  to  look  into  it. 

The  next  day  Ray  was  air  lifted  to  the  federal 
medical  center  for  prisoners  at  Springfield,  MO. 

For  almost  a  year,  Ray  was  gone,  and  I  felt 
like  1  had  lost  a  part  of  my  life.  Then  he 
returned.  He  was  brought  back  on  a  reluming 
airlift  by  a  Lt.  who  was  to  present  me  with  the 
greatest  challenge  of  my  life. 

Ray  got  back  at  about  3:30pm.  I  was 
oveijoyed.  We  said  hello,  and  promised  to  meet 
at  5  for  the  meal  together.  When  we  entered  the 
chow  hall  at  5:00,  Ll  Dickerson,  who  had  picked 
up  Ray,  told  me  he  didn’t  want  U)  see  me,  or 
anyone  around  Ray,  because  Ray  had  AIDS  and 
he  didn't  want  anyone  lo  die.  The  Lt  said  this 
loudly  in  front  of  a  mess  haU  of  about  100 
irunates.  Because  of  that,  plus  other  similar 
incidents,  it  was  common  knowledge  that  Ray 
was  sick  with  AIDS,  and  the  cruel  and 
ostracizing  treatment  really  began. 

During  that  lime  I  prepared  a  lawsuit  for  Ray 
against  the  officers  for  n^less  disclosure  of  his 
medical  status.  Citing  an  invasion  of  privacy  by 
this  disclosure,  the  suit  was  taken  home  with  me 
when  I  left  prison  and  Ray  on  August  5, 1989. 

1  look  the  suit  to  Ray  Hill,  a  gay  activist  and 


host  of  a  radio  show  in  Houston.  I  also  gave  a 
copy  lo  John  Bamish,  a  gay  activist  attorney  and 
director  of  AIDS  Legal  Defense  Fund  for  AIDS 
Foundation,  Houston.  They  in  turn  gave  copies  lo 
the  Montrose  Voice,  and  TWIF  magazine,  and  had 
a  lawyer  who  specialized  in  AIDS  fly  in  from 
Beaumont  who  agreed  to  take  the  case  and  file  it 
for  Ray.  He  got  out  September  1 0, 1 990  to  NY. 

However  I  found  out  1  just  couldn't  live 
without  Ray.  Twice  I  attempted  suicide,  and  on 
October  31, 1989  had  a  nervous  breakdown  as  a 
result  of  depression.  Because  1  damaged  property, 
even  though  I  don't  remember,  I  got  10  years. 

Right  now  I  am  awaiting  transfer  back  lo 
federal  custody  for  a  parole  violation  hearing.  1 
still  hurt  terribly,  but  feel  I  did  the  right  thing. 

Here  in  state  prison  until  October  31, 1990, 1 
am  very  alone.  I  would  like  to  write  others  who 
know  what  its  like  to  care  so  very  much,  and  yet 
you  can't  always  get  what  you  really  need  in  this 
life.  If  you  would  like  to  write,  my  address  is 
enclosed. 

Hugh  Burton 
543330 
Ellis  2  J-1  #104 

_  Huntsville,  TX  77340 
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SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


HOT 

TALKING 

PERSONALS! 


CALL  NOW! 


1-900-646-4646 


Gay  "Talking  Personals"  for  Dates  and  Friends 
Fun  and  Easy,  with  Voicemail  for  privacy 


$1.45/min.  Gay  owned  and  operated 
More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3626 


Someone  wants 
to  meet  you 


*  Match-Mate  s  Super  Computer  f?ECOi?D-Your  private  voice  Mailbox 
has  capacity  for  3,000  Mail- 

boxes.  Each  Mailbox  has  stayihg  Wf^EVE-Messages  other  callers 
power  Of  at  least  14  days.  ^^ave  left  in  your  Mailbox 


HEAff-Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center. 


*  Privacy  and  Confidentiality  is 
Guaranteed. 


1-900-820-8025 


0.75  cts.  per  min.  Si. SO  first  min 


Caller  must  be  18  years  or  older. 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)445-8130 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


SUPPORT  GROUP  FOR 

LESBIAN 
SURVIVORS 
OF  RAPE 


NOW  FORMING  AT 
THE  BOSTON  AREA 
RAPE  CRISIS  CENTER.  THE 
GROUP  WILL  FOCUS  ON 
LONG-TERM  HEAUNG 
FROM  SEXUAL  ASSAULT 

If  interested  in  joining  coll  the 
center  at  492-7273 


serving  the  gay  (lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

(General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HFV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupimcture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chirop>ractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

<3ay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9(Xn  tty  (voice 
M-Th6-llPMandFri&Sun6-8J0PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7S7i 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave»  Boston  •  267-4)900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-4)900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


HOLLY  NEAR 

wilh  John  Bucchino,  pianist  and 
Susan  Freundlich 

Calibrating  the  raiaasa  o1  bar  rnw  atbum 
and  the  publication  of  bar  autobiography 


Swncknr,  October  21,  7t00  pm 
Symphony  Hall  * 

T1efc«b:  HAMi  $17.60 

of  lympKony  Hoi  lox  Ofllc#  It  oufkb  bolov 

PERRON 

and  her  band 

"Somaday  Ibaytl  ba  sayiryg  Dylan  was  tba 
Fanon  oftba  Ws  '•  totfon  oioba 

with  special  guest  Judy  Small 

A  ooooert  to  benefit  the  Bratoo  Area  Rape  OWa  Centei 


Saturday,  November  3 
7t30  pm 

Opera  Houso,  Boston 

nckm:  $15,  $17,  $19  find.  rest.  (•«) 
at  Opera  House  B.O.  fc  outlets  below 


TIckats  :  TIcketron,  Out-ot-Town,  Wood  A 
Strings,  Sandy's  Music,  Boston  Compact  Disc, 
Arborway  Video. 

typhona:  Telelron  (8(X}/SB2-8080)  By  mall: 
Check  or  m.o.  k  SASE  to  Revolutionary  Acts, 
Box  506,  Cambridge,  MA  0223B 

FOR  INFORMATION: 

617/661-1252 


Quality  (617)  524-6822 

Printing 


collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 


for  a 


meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Ccdl  us  for 


change 


an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  *02130 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

H-'e  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOH.N  HOSKE.N  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 
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KEEP  IT  UP  !!! 

A  Workshop  on  Safer  Sex 


E^er  had  a  slip  where  the  sex  you  were 
having  didn't  turn  out  as  safe  as  you  wanted  it  to 
be? 

Or  maybe  you've  never  quite  gotten  into  the  swing 
of  safer  sex  in  the  first  place. 

Whether  you're  into  casual  sex  or  serious  dating, 
looking  for  Mr  Right  or  Mr.  Right  Away, 
regardless  of  your  HfV  status, 
this  workshop  is  for  you. 

Meet  other  gay  and  bisexual  men  for  an  afternoon 
of  information  &  discussion: 

•  How  safer  sex  decisions  get  made, 
or  don't  get  made! 

•  How  HIV  status  effects  our  dating  and  sex  lives. 

Saturday,  October  20,  1-6PM 
at  Buddies,  51  Stuart  Street 

Admission  is  free  but  space  is  limited  so  please  call  to 
make  a  reservation:  437-6200,  ext.  298 

A  joint  project  of  AIDS  ACTION,  FCHC,  and  GMHC. 
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Obscenity 

Continued  from  page  I  " 

subject  to  criminal  action  if  the  court’s 
injunction  is  violated.  In  a  pre-emptory 
strike,  CAC’s  attorneys  had  sought  such  a 
hearing,  but  their  suit  was  thrown  out  of  city 
court. 

Disputing  claims  that  the  verdict  had  only 
symbolic  impact  because  a  conviction  would 
have  been  overturned  on  appeal,  Brown  said, 
“It  has  tremendous,  real  meaning.” 

He  added  that  the  prosecutor’s  “stock  and 
trade  here  has  always  been,  ‘we’re  only 
serving  the  public,  who  gives  convictions, 
because,  see,  this  is  what  the  public  wants.’ 
That  phony  bit  of  baloney  is  dead,  buried. 
Juries  have  started  to  recognize,  ‘Hey,  this  is 
a  clever  form  of  Nazism,  where  they  make  us 
be  our  own  executioners.’’’ 

“It’s  wonderful,”  said  Michael 
Blankenship,  a  GLMA  supporter  and  a 
scenic  artist  at  Playhouse  in  the  Park.  “It 
really  is  a  great  day  here  because  the  jury 
worked  —  despite  the  efforts  of  the 
prosecutor  and  the  judge.” 

Judge  David  Albanese  was  criticized  for 
favoring  the  prosecution  during  pre-trial 
hearings  and  trial  proceedings.  In  addition, 
GLMA  exposed  Albanese’s  links  to  county 
sheriff  Simon  Leis,  Jr.,  who  is  blamed  for 
instigating  the  prosecution  under  pressure 
from  anti-abortion/anti-obscenity  leaders 
here.  The  group  also  documented  a  history  of 
“homophobic”  attacks  on  arts  institutions  and 
activists  here  by  Leis  and  current  county 
prosecutor  Ney.  (See  GCN,  Oct.  7.) 

Brown  knocked  Albanese  for  not 
dismissing  the  charge  of  displaying  children 
after  the  defense  provided  unrebutted 
evidence  that  the  children’s  mothers  had 
given  permission.  The  Ohio  statute 
forbidding  use  of  naked  minors  in  printed 
material  exempts  people  who  obtain  parental 
permission. 

“In  the  ultimate  analysis,  the  whole  thing 
was  essentially  homophobic,”  said  Brown, 
retired  counsel  for  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union.  “Had  they  been 
heterosexual  photos,  there  would  have  been 
no  claim  of  obscenity.” 

“It’s  a  great  relief  from  a  six-month  ordeal 
to  have  eight  regular  people  see  our  views,” 
said  Blankenship,  one  of  35  people 
videotaped  at  the  Sept.  24  march  and  cited 
later  for  “disorderly  conduct.”  All  35  plan  to 
plead  not  guilty.  “If  they  want  court  cases,” 
said  Blankenship,  “they  can  have  them.” 

ACT  UP 

Continued  from  page  I 

trials,  in  which  new  therapies  are  tested  on 
volunteers,  are  often  the  only  way  people 
affected  by  HIV/AIDS  can  gain  access  to 
experimental  treatments. 

Attacking  the  ‘quack-busters’ 

In  Kansas  City,  activists  were  raising  the 
broader  question  of  the  right  to  choose 
treatment,  whether  or  not  it  involves  drugs, 
and  whether  or  not  any  given  treatment  has 
government  approval.  “11118  is  a  vital  issue,” 
said  Bob  Lederer  of  ACT  UP/N.Y.,  who 
attended  the  Kansas  City  actions.  “It’s  not 
just  about  getting  drugs  released.  There  are 
many  therapies  that  don’t  need  FDA 
approval.”  Among  these  therapies,  Lederer 
told  GCN,  are  those  that  the  anti-fraud 
council  is  likely  to  dismiss.  Accordingly,  he 
said,  one  problem  that  activists  were  trying 
to  address  in  Kansas  City  was  the  Council’s 
“monopoly  over  the  terminology  of 
‘quackery.’” 

In  fact,  said  Lederer,  he  thought  the 
demonstrations  made  the  point  that  therapies 
are  not  illegitimate  simply  because  a 
mainstream  medical  organization  denounces 
them.  Referring  to  conference-goers  and  the 
Kansas  City  public,  he  said,  “we  effectively 
planted  the  seeds  of  doubt.” 

ACT  UP/K.C.  member  Jim  Hull  agreed 
with  Lederer  that  the  demonstrations  had 
helped  discredit  the  unquestioned  pursuit  of 
‘quackery,’  and  added  that  he  thought  the 
fraud  council’s  days  were  numbered.  “I  think 
the  demonstrations  served  as  the  beginning 
of  the  end  for  the  Council,”  Hull  told  GCN. 
At  the  least,  he  added,  “I  don’t  think  they’ll 
ever  have  their  national  conference  in 
Kansas  City  again.” 

‘A  real  spark’ 

Activists  in  Kansas  City  and  San 
Francisco  alike  said  they  were  optimistic 
about  the  turns  AIDS  activism  is  taking  in 
their  respective  regions.  Lein  said  she 
thought  the  treatment-oriented  agenda  of  the 
Golden  Gate  group  worked  well  in  tandem 
with  the  broad,  “socially-oriented”  project  of 
the  San  Francisco  chapter  of  ACT  UP.  (ACT 
UP/San  Fransisco  recently  split  into  two 
groups,  ACT  UP/S.F.  and  ACT  UP/Golden 


Activists  held  a  silent  demnstation  at 
Trinity  Lutheran  Hospital,  Sept  16 


Gate.)  Because  some  of  the  internal  tensions 
of  the  original  group  had  been  resolved  by 
splitting,  ^e  said,  “separately  we're  twice  as 
effective.” 

In  Kansas  City,  where  directly 
confrontational  AIDS  activism  is  a  younger 
phenomenon,  activists  said  they  thought  the 
anti-fraud  council  activity  had  opened  up 
new  possibilities  for  organizing  in  the 
Midwest.  "It  tested  the  waters  for  civil 
disobedience  here,  and  not  just  in  Kansas 
City,”  said  Hull,  adding  that  he  thought 
places  like  Oklahoma  and  Texas  would  soon 
begin  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  show  of 
determination  in  Missouri. 

Indeed,  said  Lederer,  the  September 
actions  were  “a  real  spark  of  enei^.” 

filed  from  Boston 

Bar 

Continued  from  3 

numbers  of  Queer  Nation  had  attended  the 
outings;  and  in  some  cases  the  group 
contacted  the  police  beforehand.  At  least 
once  before,  added  Pierce,  a  plainclothes 
officer  was  in  attendance  at  a  visibility 
action. 

At  the  Oct.  6  event,  however,  the  12 
activists  were  far  outnumbered  by  the  200  or 
more  patrons  of  the  bar,  and  police  had  not 
been  notified  in  advance.  Pierce  said  he 
thought  that  the  ensuing  violence  was  telling 
because  it  was  an  example  of  how  police  and 
bar  staff  are  likely  to  behave  without  external 
supervision.  “This  seems  to  be  the  more 
normal  reaction,”  he  said. 

‘Uke  a  striptease’ 

James  Sherman,  the  manager  of  Stocks 
and  Bonds,  told  GCN  that  he  thought  the 
behavior  of  the  Queer  Nation  members  was 
“completely  absurd.”  He  said  that  the 
activists  wrote,  “Queer  Nation:  get  used  to 
it”  on  the  bathroom  stalls,  and  “immediately 
cleared  the  dance  floor. 

"They  weren’t  coming  in  to  enjoy  the 
club,”  said  Sherman.  “They  were  coming  in 
to  make  a  big  point.” 

Sherman  added  that  the  bouncers  began 
approaching  him  soon  after  the  Queer  Nation 
people  arrived,  telling  him  that  patrons  were 
complaining.  The  setting  became  particularly 
tense,  Sherman  said,  when  the  lesbians  and 
gay  men  became  physically  affectionate. 
“They  were  grabbing  buttocks,  kissing  with 
tongues  exposed  —  it  was  like  a  striptease 
with  clothes  for  the  homosexuals,”  he  said. 

Sherman,  who  commented  that  he  doesn’t 
allow  public  displays  of  heterosexual 
affection  in  the  bar,  said  that  he  let  the 
bouncers  in  the  bar  assist  the  police  officer 
after  a  Queer  Nation  member  pushed  the 
officer  in  the  chest  without  provocation.  "I 
wanted  to  try  and  maintain  the  peace,”  he 
.said. 

‘Worthwhile  tactic’ 

Pierce,  meanwhile,  said  that  while  he  had 
once  been  skeptical  about  visibility  actions, 
he  now  believes  in  their  effectiveness  as  a 
tool  to  educate  heterosexuals  about  the 
existence  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  “The 
reaction  before  was  so  mild,”  he  said, 
referring  to  earlier  Queer  Nation  outings  to 
such  places  as  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  on 
Clarendon  Street.  “I  was  beginning  to  feel 
that  there  was  no  point.  This  makes  me  feel 
like  there  is.  It’s  a  very  worthwhile  tactic.” 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  •  OCTOBER  14  -  20,  1990  •  7 


GENYPHYR  NOVAK 


The  following  collection  of  stories 
reflects  the  adage  that  coming  out 
is  a  lifelong  process.  Submitted  by 
readers,  volunteers  and  the 
occasional  GCN  staff  member, 
these  tales  are  filled  with  the 
humor  and  pathos  of  daily  lesbian 
and  gay  life.  They  are  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  not  everyone  is  at 
exactly  the  same  place  in  her  or  his  coming  out 
history,  that  at  any  moment  in  time  someone 
somewhere  is  coming  out  to  herself,  or  his  family 
or  friends,  or  maybe  even  to  strangers  who  need 
to  know  that  there  is  a  gay  or  lesbian  person  in 
their  presence. 

These  are  also  the  first  coming  out  stories  to 
appear  in  the  pages  of  GCN  in  a  number  of 
years,  and  we  plan  to  print  more  on  a  semi¬ 
regular  basis.  That's  because  at  any  given 
moment  someone  somewhere  needs  to  read 
about  what  the  process  has  been  like  for 
someone  else,  whether  she's  picking  up  a  queer 
newspaper  for  the  first  time  in  her  life  or  he's  a 
seasoned  activist  in  need  of  a  battery  re-charge. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  these  stories  and  we'd  like 
to  thank  our  contributors  for  sharing  them  with 
us.  We'd  also  like  to  encourage  you  to  submit  a 
coming  out  story  of  your  own  for  inclusion  in 
upcoming  issues.  Send  your  stories  (1-3  pages  in 
length,  typed,  double-spaced,  if  possible)  to 
GCNFeatures,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Please  mark  your  envelope  "submission." 
*** 

I  tossed  to  the  far  side  of  the  bed  for  the  final 
time  and  reached  for  the  alarm  clock  by  the  bed. 
There  had  been  little  point  in  setting  it  when 
sleep  was  as  elusive  as  it  had  been  tonight.  I  am 
in  love  with  a  woman  and  today  was  the  day  1 
would  share  that  fact  with  the  most  important 
person  in  my  life. 

I  tried  hiding  my  head  under  the  pillow.  The 
attempt  to  block  out  both  the  sun's  brightening 
rays  and  my  own  thoughts  failed  miserably.  I 
could  no  longer  explain  away  the  nights  of 
passion  with  Sally  by  using  the  flimsy  excuses  of] 
too  much  wine  or  curiosity.  These  rang  as  hollow 
now  in  my  head  as  they  did  when  I  said  them  to 
her  last  night. 

I  felt  a  bit  unsteady  as  I  got  out  of  bed  and 
reached  into  the  closet  for  my  robe.  I  stared 
blankly  at  the  rack  of  clothes  and  pondered  the 
statement  "coming  out  of  the  closet."  I  enjoyed 
the  irony  of  the  situation  while  I  again 
considered  all  the  implications. 

Thinking  was  no  longer  the  answer  either.  It 
was  feelings  that  counted.  Finally 
acknowledging  what  I  felt  was  right  down  to  the 
marrow  of  my  bones  would  take  a  measure  of 
courage  1  was  unsure  I  had.  But  denial  was  no 
longer  an  option.  So  I  walked  down  the  hall, 
turned  on  the  light  and  said  to  my  rumpled 
reflection,  "Yes,  you  arc  a  lesbian." 

Barbara  A.  Prato,  Staten  Island,  N.Y. 


I  am  in  love  with 
a  woman  and 
today  was  the 
day  I  would 
share  that  fact 
with  the  most 
important  person 
in  my  life. 


The  dance  floor  is  hexagonal,  bouncing 
plexiglass  on  which  slim-hip^,  tanned  young 
men,  their  long  hair  greased  biuit  or  in  ponytails, 
or  cropped  fa^ionably  shwt,  gyrate,  praiKe  and 
strut,  their  white  Adidases  flashing  beneath 
gleaming  muscles  that  flex  aiKl  tease  beneath 
black  spandex  and  soft  jeans.  The  boys'  eyes 
glide  sideways,  but  their  crotches  meet,  eye  to 


eye.  Get  down,  gyrate,  feel  the  beat,  side  to 
side. 

"Come  on,  come  on,  come  on,  come  on, 
everybody."  The  ceiling  releases  smoke, 
blinding  some,  sending  others  reeling  off 
the  dance  floor.  For  some,  it's  an  excuse  to 
pull  out  white  powder  or  sniff  some 
poppers.  Some  of  us  exit  to  the  deck,  to 
another  kind  of  party,  where  boys,  all 
clean,  toothy,  dark,  holding  drinks,  smile  at 
the  mirror  air,  waiting  for  somebody. 
Everyone  looks  so  conservative,  so  well. 

Over  the  circle  of  our  champagne  air,  the 
night  is  gray  black,  uninviting,  no  sliver  of 
li^t  amid  the  distant  pitch  clouds  that  sift 
in  the  sky  searching  for  the  moon.  The  tune 
of  our  glimmering  chatter  and  clinking 
glasses  rises  up  to  ancient  abandoned 
buildings  that  surround  the  bar;  their 
facades  of  broken  windows, 
uncompromising  in  their  sameness,  make 
me  think  of  a  concentration  camp.  We  are 
the  colorful  inmates,  but  who  is  the  gestapo 
out  there? 

No  way  out  of  here.  But,  appropriately,  a 
tall  pipe,  like  the  Provincetown  tower,  our 
own  tower  in  New  Haven,  rises  out  of  the 
dreary  mist  to  kiss  heaven. 

Time  is  getting  wild  below  as  two 
women  thrash  in  the  deck's  whirlpool.  One 
has  removed  her  shirt,  so  her  nipples  point 
out  of  her  wet,  see-through  bra  into  the 
perking  water.  Both  women  wear  drunken 
leers;  arms  extended,  they  hold  smokes  and 
sip  on  beers.  One  hoots  while  raising  a 
soaked,  jeaned  leg  in  the  air.  Men  turn, 
laugh,  hysterical. 

I^vinceiown.  1973,  the  year  I  came  out 
and  ran  away.  The  Back  Room  walls  were 
made  of  wood  then  —  no  mirrors  or  tacky 
black  —  and  a  fireplace  sat  in  the  middle 
of  the  dance  floor.  Sundays,  a  few  of  us  sat. 
sipping  cognacs,  staring  into  lascivious 
flames  while  listening  to  opera,  Puccini 
and  Vivaldi.  Back  then  ours  was  a  simple 
world,  and  snow  blew  soft  and  blue  arouiKl 
us.  Late,  after  the  bars  would  close,  even  in 


February,  I  would  be  among  those  who 
stripped  down  to  the  bone  and  leapt  into  the 
bay. 

Nothing  could  touch  us.  I  was  the  newest 
uick  in  town,  had  run  away  from  home  late, 
at  19,  after  an  affair  in  college  with  the 
senior  class  president  and  getting  exp)elled 
for  drinking  and  drugs.  A  genius  failure, 
who  would  not  do  the  work  I  was  supposed 
to  do  anymore.  I  was  tired  of  my  parents,  of 
expectations,  of  having  held  on  tight 
through  the  sixties  while  the  rest  of  my 
family  went  mad.  I  had  been  the  oldest,  the 
smartest.  When  I  stepped  away  from  the  old 
influence  to  go  to  college,  I  lost  myself,  but 
found  a  man. 

1  lost  the  past  in  1973.  Slept  with  seven 
men  my  first  month  in  P-town,  November, 
as  the  world  sealed  tight  and  left  us 
brooding  innocents  at  its  shivering  tip  to  fry 
in  each  other's  blood  through  the  long,  cold 
winter. 

I  learned  to  shoot  pool. 

I  learned  to  come. 

And  I  learned  to  drink,  and  suy  high,  and 
feel  good  about  it  because  1  was  still  young. 

Through  the  winter,  every  night  was 
Saturday.  We  danced  to  Barry  White  and 
Donna  Summer  and  "The  Love  I  Lost."  And 
went  home  late,  prowling  the  quiet  street 
like  restless  dogs  looking  for  a  home. 
Everywhere  was  home,  every  bed,  my  own. 
In  those  days  I  had  to  get  up  for  nothing  but 
snow,  or  walking  along  Herring  Cove  —  to 
feel  coldness  on  the  soles  of  my  feet,  and  to 
let  the  salty  wind  sear  my  head,  or  to  collect 
beach  glass.  Or  go  for  morning  coffee  with  a 
friend,  or  a  book.  We  lived  m  sweatshirts 
and  jeans.  A  cock,  a  pm.  a  glass  in  hand,  I 
lived  elementally,  tracing  my  passage  into 
manhood,  through  passitm,  to  despair,  and 
out  again  tq  nowhere. 

I  lived  in  a  basement  apartment  on 
Wharfs  £ourt.  Upstairs,  a  tiny  alcoholic 
named  Luy,  who'd  once  lived  in  the  Village, 
wrote  boozy  poems  a  la  Dorothy  Parker  — 
one  of  them  alxiut  a  young  man  with  a  string 


of  lovers  going  in  and  out  of  his  apartment, 
downstairs.  All  day,  Lily,  blackish  hair 
frazzled,  with  her  silky  red  robe  half  open, 
shot  glass  of  bourbon  in  hand,  tripped  out, 
calling  her  cats.  She  had  eight  of  them  — 
"Yoo  hoo,  Ta-luuuu-lah!  Where  are  you!" 

I  married  Dan  one  Spring  evening  on  the 
beach  outside  the  Pied  Piper.  I  should  say,  a 
drunken  preacher  married  us.  And  we 
exchanged  rings,  and  lived  together  for  four 
raucous  years.  Drunk  and  fou^t  and  fucked 
until  there  was  no  more  of  that  in  us.  After 
we  separated,  I  sobered  up  and  started 
writing,  he  went  to  Ogunquit  to  paint  with 
our  golden.  Junior. 

1990  seems  long  removed  from  all  that. 
Although  the  beat  goes  on.  And  love, 
despite  AIDS,  and  rumors  of  a  collective 
death,  beats  on.  no  less  potent  through  the 
night.  Desire  is  here  to  stay. 

I  look  younger  than  I  did  in  the  years 
when  booze  and  late  nights  were  my  best 
friends.  I'm  in  better  shape,  can  dance 


Debbie  said  to 
me,  "I  want  you 
to  know  you're 
homosexual,"  and 
I  flipped  out. 


harder,  make  love  longer.  Men  love  the  way 
I  move  because  I'm  not  ashamed  of  my 
body,  but  I  don't  flaunt  it  either.  I  let  it  flow, 
yet  control,  holding  back,  like  a  wave.  I  let 
men  come  to  me. 

This  wasteland  encircling  us  in  this  glitzy 
new  bar  entices  me.  What  is  up  there?  I  can 
look  up  and  ask  this  question  of  the  world 
today.  Today  there  is  more  than  my  skin, 
more  than  my  cock,  although  I  have  lost  the 
boy's  hope  that  everything  in  the  world,  both 
luscious  and  holy,  was  meant  to  be  eaten  by 
me  today. 

"Romantic  up  there,  isn't  it,"  a  blonde  blue 
eyed  angel  asks  mfe. 

"It  is.  And  I  don't  know  why." 

"It's  all  the  redecorating  possibilities." 

And  we  laugh.  His  name  is  Tony.  He  buys 
me  a  Saratoga.  On  the  rocks.  And  we  dance. 
He  vogues  to  Madonna.  And  I  watch.  Plump 
baskets  in  soft  denims,  rolling.  Rips  at  the 
knees.  1  keep  controlled,  turn,  as  he  watches. 

As  he  watches.  1  caress  the  idea  of  my 
tight  butt  and  flat  stomach,  hairy  chest,  and 
ripe  balls  that  I  will  give  to  this  man  in  a 
little  while.  My  short  cropped  black  hair 
emits  tiny  seductive  beads  of  sweat  which 
run  down  my  forehead  and  outline  my 
cheek.  I  smile,  and  I  am  never  off.  after 
years  of  practice,  of  being  married  to  the 
beat. 

Alan  Breton, 
Bridgeport,  Conn 

**• 

I  was  working  at  a  cafe  in  New 
Hampshire  when  a  woman  came  in 
soliciting  perfume  and  cologne  orders  from 
the  customers.  Then  she  started  asking  the 
staff  and  when  she  asked  me  if  I  wore 
cologne  I  said  "Not  really."  She  said,  "How 
about  perfume  for  your  girlfriend?"  I  told 
her  I  didn't  have  a  girlfriend. 

As  I  turned  around  to  walk  away  she  said, 
"Thai's  because  you  don't  wear  cologne."  I 
turned  back  and  said,  "No.  that’s  because  I'm 


gay- 


Lenny  Goldstein. 
Boston,  Mass. 


My  very  proper  older  sister  knew  I  was  a 
lesbian  but  she  hadn't  seen  me  since  I  had 
really  blossomed  into  the  S/M  scene. 

WTien  she  saw  me  for  the  first  time  in  two 
years,  I  watched  hw  get  increasingly  aware 
of  my  "new  look."  I  told  her  she  should  take 
comfort  in  the  fact  that  my  nosering  matched 
my  earring  and  that  one  of  my  tattoos 
matched  my  bright  red  nail  polish,  as  if  we 
could  relate  about  my  ability  to  accessorize. 
But  when  I  hinted  that  I  was  into  the  S/M 
scene  I  watched  it  slowly  dawn  on  her  as  she 
shouted,  "You  didn't  have  your  nipples 
pierced?" 

My  girlfriend  started  laughing  and  my 
sister  chased  me  all  over  the  room,  trying  to 
pull  up  my  shirt  to  see  my  rings.  She  kept 
acting  shocked  and  saying  that  I  was  "going 
to  ruin  the  family  name"  but,  she  said  with 
relief,  "at  least  you're  now  painting  your 
fingernails." 

Wickie  Stamps 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

...  I  had  just 
recently  gotten  my 
left  nipple 
pierced,  so  I 
figured  I'd  tell  him 
about  it  before  he 
noticed  it. 

I'm  in  dire  need  for  some  advice.  I've  been 
locked-up  since  84.  I've  seen  and  talked  with 
alot  of  homosexuals.  I  haven't  never  been 
with  another  man  before  and  sexually  was 
nevCT  ever  entered  my  mind. 

Well,  there's  a  friend  of  my  here  named 
Rodney  and  I've  been  knowing  him  quite 
some  time.  He's  kinda  like  my  little  brotho-. 


get  her  to  say  the  "L"  word.  Finally  she  said, 
"Women  in  Ais  town  think  that  means  you're 
a  lesbian." 

After  a  very  long  silence  she  asked,  "Are 
you?" 

I  said,  "Yes." 

She  said,  "I  knew  that." 

And  I  said,  "Then  why  didn't  you  tell  me?" 

Peg  Preble 
Brookline,  Mass. 

*** 

I  am  a  34  year  old  white  male  and  I  have 
been  in  prison  for  16  years.  And  I  will  be 
getting  out  in  a  couple  year's. 

I  want  your  readers  to  see  how 
homosexuals  are  abused,  in  the  Oklahoma 
prison  system. 

All  my  life  I  have  received  abuse  because  I 
am  gay.  I  was  kicked  out  of  the  Marines,  after 
doing  a  full  tour  in  Vietnam,  and  receiving 
scrap  metal  in  my  back  and  neck.  I  was 
booted  out  because  I  was  caught  in  a 
homosexual  act.  And  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of 
my  family,  they  haven't  talked  to  me  since. 
We  were  a  military  family  for  four 
generations. 

I  was  out  of  the  Marines  for  a  year  and  I 
was  in  prison.  Bogus  checks,  larceny  of  a 
house,  petty  larceny,  burglary,  etc.  Just  a 
bunch  of  petty  crimes.  But  I  needed  help,  not 
to  be  put  in  prison  for  most  of  my  adult  life. 
Sure  crime  has  got  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  harsh 
way,  and  I  was  guilty. 

But  the  punishment  I  have  received  is  far 
too  severe. 

While  in  prison,  humiliated,  disgraced, 
exposed  as  a  no  good  fucking  dick  sucker, 
assaulted,  abused  to  a  point  where  I  have  lost 
all  self-esteem  and  can't  stand  myself.  There 
are  times  that  I  just  want  to  lay  down  and  die. 

Three  weeks  ago  I  was  rap^,  robbed  of  all 
that  I  had.  Beat  to  a  point  where  I  just  passed 
out.  The  guards  that  took  me  back  to 
Protection  said  that  there  was  no  use  in  trying 
to  find  my  property,  they  said  shit  you  can 
just  sell  some  of  that  fine  ass  that  you  got  and 
you  will  have  it  back  in  no  time.  Well  I  am  in 
a  single  cell  where  no  one  can  get  to  me,  and 
that  is  going  to  be  the  way  that  I  will  do  the 
rest  of  my  time,  or  I  will  die  this  way. 

I  hurt  inside  from  all  the  pain.  I  just  wanted 
some  friends.  And  to  be  recognized  for  what  I 
am,  a  homosexual.  Not  some  freek  show. 

If  this  was  to  happen  on  the  streets,  the  hole 
countiy  would  yell  out  for  some  justice.  Well 


normal." 

He  was  trying  to  help  me  handle  my 
feelings  while  aparently  getting  ready  to 
puke.  After  that  he  never  made  eye  contact 
or  spoke  with  me  again. 

Jim  Kiely 
Somerville,  Mass 

Around  1974  I  was  going  out  with  this 
guy  when  I  met  this  woman,  Debbie,  who 
was  like  a  friend-of-a-friend.  We  hit  it  off 
instantly,  but  I  thought  we  were  "just 
friends."  So,  one  night  we  went  out  and  got 
drunk  and  I  went  back  to  my  car  and  passed 
out.  Debbie  came  out  to  the  car  after  the  bar 
closed  and  she  told  me  to  drive  to  this  house 
and  we  went  inside.  It  turns  out  Debbie 
didn't  even  know  who  lived  there. 

Well,  we  started  flirting  with  the  man  who 
lived  there  and  when  we  left  Debbie  said  to 
me,  "I  want  you  to  know  you're 
homosexual,"  and  I  flipped  out. 

I  got  really  depressed  and  moved  home 
and  I  started  dreaming  about  Debbie  all  the 
time  and  I  started  persuing  her.  For  years. 

After  three  years  we  finally  had  sex  and 
after  all  of  the  anticipation  it  was  awful. 
Eventually  she  came  and  lived  with  me  and 
got  a  job  with  a  therapist  I  had  seen.  He  had 
this  file  filled  with  letters  to  Debbie  that  I 
had  never  mailed.  Guess  who  found  my  file? 
When  she  came  home  we  had  this  wild  and 
incredible  sex. 

The  living  arrangement  eventually 
became  unbearable  and  Debbie  moved  out. 
I've  never  seen  her  since. 

Linda  Ready, 
Somerville,  Mass. 

In  1986  I  decided  to  come  out  to  my  best 
college  friend  (who's  a  born-again 
Christian).  We  used  to  do  a  lot  of  things 
together  and  I  had  just  recently  gotten  my 
left  nipple  pierced,  so  I  figured  I'd  tell  him 
about  it  before  he  noticed  it. 

He  thought  I  was  kidding  when  I  told  him 
I'd  recently  had  some  "body  ornamentation" 
done.  Once  I  explained  to  him  about  the 
piercing,  I  decided  to  go  whole  hog  and  tell 
him  about  my  involvement  in  leather  and 
S/M  and  the  fact  that  I  did  it  with  other  men. 

He  didn't  take  it  very  well  but  he  told  me 
that  he  would 

still  love  me  as  a  friend  even  though  I  was 
"sinning  against  God."  I  occasionally  get 


These  four  guys  started  mumbling  stuff 
over  the  trashy  sounds  of  Sylvester  and 
Bronski  Beat  like  "Het ...  het  bar  ...  straight 
...  fuckin'  straight  bar."  My  "girlfriend" 
pulled  away  from  me  and  said  "What?  We're 
dykes."  The  most  drunk  of  the  four 
responded,  "Nawwh!  She's  a  guy." 

I  said,  "No,  I’m  not  a  guy.  I  get  picked  up 
at  Buddies  all  the  time  but  I'm  not  a  guy!" 

He  said,  "Nawwh,  you’re  a  guy,"  again. 

I  said  "I'm  a  dyke"  and  to  prove  it  I 
opened  my  Gap  shirt  to  show  him  my 
beautiful  black  sports  bra  (not  to  mention 
my  bodacious  ta-tas).  I  think  I  got  him  there 
b^ause  he  hesitated  a  bit.  But  then  he  said, 
"Aw  shit!  But  you’re  a  guy." 

Later  that  night  the  guy  came  back  up  to 
me  by  himself  —  his  friends  were  really 
embarrassed  —  and  he  said  "Nawwh,  yeah,  I 
mean,  I  think  it’s  great  that  there  are  women 
here.  I  mean,  we  gotta  stick  togetha." 

So  now  I  wonder  if  by  being  clearly 
lesbian  in  a  gay  male  environment  I'm 
indirectly  supporting  heterosexual  visibility 
and  privilege.  You  can  imagine  my 
hesitance  to  be  visible  in  a  straight 
environment  where  people  are  even  less 
discerning  than  gay  men.  This  must  be  how 
the  Indigo  Girls  feel. 

Regina  Gillis 
Somerville,  Mass. 

*** 

I  was  at  a  Warrant  concert  under  the 
proverbial  title  of  road  adviser  way  stoned 
out  on  megadeath  doses  of  LSD  drooling 
over  their  peach  buns  dripping  sweat  oh 
God  this  must  be  paradise  with  those  hard 
guitar  moves  when  Janiz  jumps  over  with  a 
kick,  "What  you  looking  at  them  guitars  for, 
I  am  not  a  weak  vocalist!"  I  said  "Oh  Fuzz 
luver  I  couldn't  ignore  all  them  I  mean  we’re 
not  alone"  "Oh"  he  says,  pulling  out  the 
most  gorgeous  perfect  cock  I  have  ever 
scene  believe  me  I  know  my  guild  when  it 
comes  to  youth  cock,  balls  and  rears.  Then 
he  jumps  on  me  pulling  me  to  the  floor 
ripping  my  cut  off  shorts  (no  underwear, 
honest)  while  shedding  his  softy  leather  silk 
lined  show  all  pants  all  the  way  up  my  all 
too  willing  rectum  with  everyone  watching, 
on  M’*‘TV  yet  (I  guess  they  went  to  a 
commercial  break  and  news).... 

Mell  V.  Green 
Winthrop,  Mass. 


reflections  on  a  lifelong  process 


He's  my  best  friend.  He's  my  brother  and 
now  I  want  him  for  my  lover. 

You  know,  at  first  I  thought  that  I've  been 
down  for  awhile  and  I'm  lusting  but  when 
he's  down  and  out  I  try  to  cheer  him  up, 
when  he's  sick  I  find  myself  trying  to  take 
care  of  him.  When  he  don't  eat  right  I'll 
shove  food  down  his  throat.  I  even  love  his 
Mom  and  Dad.  I  want  to  be  with  Rodney 
some  kinda  bad.  Rodney  thinks  it  might  hurt 
our  friendship.  God  only  knows  I  can't  love 
him  anymore  than  I  do  now.  I  love  this 
feeling  and  I'm  not  going  to  let  it  go.  I'm  just 
not  sure  how  to  go  about  capturing  Rodney's 
heart,  that's  where  I'm  needing  help  in  a  bad 
way.  I  know  there's  only  a  few  chosen  few 
that  get  their  special  dream,  but  I'm  very 
deierman  to  win  Rodney's  heart.  I  want  him 
to  be  a  part  of  my  life  and  I  want  to  be  a  part 
of  his.  I  sure  could  use  some  help  in  a  bad 
way. 

Mike  Reynolds 
Buim,  N.C. 

•** 

The  first  person  I  ever  came  out  to  was  my 
Aunt  Connie,  who's  been  single  all  her  life. 
She  told  me  I  should  get  psychiatric  help 
(and  to  see  a  male  psychiatrist  while  I  was  at 
it.) 

I  didn't  take  her  advice.  In  fact.  I'm  now  an 
out  lesbian  therapist  helping  people  come 
out. 

Suzane  Dykewomon 

Jamaica  Rain  Mass. 

*** 

I  was  27  when  my  mother  moved  to  San 
FraiKisco  and  the  first  time  I  went  to  visit  her 
she  notice'd  I  had  one  earring.  She  warned 
me  that  I  should  be  careful  on  the  streets  in 
the  city  because  "women  might  get  ideas." 

It  was  kind  of  mean  of  me  but  I  kept 
saying,  "What  do  you  mean?"  I  was  trying  to 


am  I  "not"  part  of  this  grate  nation?  Or  is 
justice  and  fair  play  only  for  everyone  else 
but  me?  "Where"  is  "Justice." 

I  was  raped,  men  forced  me  to  have  sex 
with  them  two  at  a  time.  And  took  everything 
that  I  had.  I  no  longer  have  a  T.V.,  radio, 
guitar,  fan,  I  have  nothing. 

Homosexuals  have  got  to  have  the  same 
rights  that  everyone  else  has.  We  bleed  the 
same,  we  work  hard,  we  love,  we  cry.  But  we 
are  hurt  far  too  much. 

Please,  if  any  readers  want  to  write  to  me 
please  do  and  quick,  I  need  your  letters.  And 
thank  you  for  reading  my  letter. 

Michael  W.  Burkhart 
P.O.  Box  514 
Granite,  Okla.  73547 
*** 

I  grew  up  in  a  small  town  in  Maine  and  I 
was  a  senior  in  high  school  in  1977  the  year 
was  complicated  because  my  mother  had 
cancer  and  was  receiving  hospice  care  at 
home.  Around  town  it  was  sort  of  an  open 
secret  that  she  was  dying. 

I  was  in  a  communications  class,  the  piont 
of  which  was  to  have  25  high-school  kids 
reveal  their  irmermost  feelings  and  thoughts.  1 
never  talked  in  this  class  and  the  teacher, 
Tom,  assumed  it  was  because  I  was  depressed 
about  my  mom,  which  I  was,  but  I  was  also  in 
love  with  him. 

I  had  to  have  a  conference  with  Tom  at 
grade  time,  he  was  trying  to  find  out  why  I 
didn’t  talk  in  class.  He  told  me  I  could  tell  him 
anything  at  all,  but  instead  of  talking  about 
my  mother,  like  as  expected,  I  said,  "I  can't 
talk  in  class,  Tom,  because  every  time  I  look 
at  you  I  want  to  kiss  you.  I  want  to  have  sex 
with  you." 

He  leaned  back  in  his  chair,  crossed  and 
uncrossed  his  legs.  He  stood  up,  walked 
around  and  said,  "Oh,  that's  okay.  That's 


fire  and  brimstone  letters  from  him  and  I 
always  send  letters  back  refuting  what  he 
says. 

Frank  Strona 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

*** 

My  closet-case  "straight"  roommate 
wanted  to  punch  me  out  and  my  sister 
stopped  talking  to  me  for  two  years. 

Nancy  Peck, 
Somerville,  Mass. 

When  I  was  a  senior  in  high  school  I 
visited  my  college-to-be  on  "Prospective 
Students  Day"  and  by  chance  I  wound  up 
rooming  with  the  most  openly-gay  man  on 
campus,  whom  I  thought  was  really  cute.  At 
the  end  of  the  day  I  was  lying  on  this  lumpy 
cot  in  his  room  and  he  was  on  his  bed.  We 
talked  for  a  while  and  I  asked  him  what  it 
was  like  being  so  out  on  campus  and  things 
like  that. 

I  was  dozing  off  when  I  heard  him  ask  "Is 
your  bed  comfortable?"  And  I,  who  was 
raised  well  by  my  mother,  said  "Yes,  thank 
you,"  and  fell  back  asleep. 

The  next  morning  when  I  was  taking  a 
shower  I  suddenly  realized  —  "Oh  shit!" 

Read  Weaver,  Boston,  Mass. 

I  was  with  a  quote-unquote  girlfriend  and 
we  wanted  to  go  to  this  bar  in  Boston  called 
Obsessions,  but  119  --  this  groady  scrotie 
leather  bar  -  didn't  charge  a  cover,  so  we 
went  there  instead.  We  had  no  problems  at 
the  door,  I  guess  we  passed  the  Lezzie 
Litmus  Test,  so  we  got  a  beer  and  then 
started  hanging  out  by  the  pool  table.  (I  had 
a  ponytail  and  was  wearing  a  black  denim 
jacket  and  my  ftiend  looked  "femme.")  The 
gay  men  in  the  bar  couldn't  see  my  face  but 
it  was  implanted  in  hers  anyway. 


I  wrote  a  letter  home  to  a  friend  and  said 
"I  think  I'm  bisexual."  It  turns  out  all  of  my 
friends  were  disappointed  because  I  hadn't 


"I  was  trying  to 
get  my  mother  to 
say  the  'L'  word. 
Finally  she  said 
'Women  in  this 
town  think  that 
wearing  one 
earring  means  that 
you're  a  lesbian.'" 

done  anything  about  it  and  they  wanted  to 
know  what  it  was  like.  It  made  me  feel  even 
more  nerdy,  a  sexually  unsuccessful 
bisexual. 

Colleen  Shea, 
Attleboro,  Mass. 
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Maureen  Paul  (Left)  and  Sheila  Parks  are  arrested  during  a  pro-chioce  counter-demonstration,  Oct  6 


Abortion 

Continued  from  page  3 

have  arrested  just  pro-choice  people  is  an 
outrage.”  The  arrests,  she  add^,  illustarate 
the  continuing  "lack  of  separation  between 
church  and  state.” 

According  to  Parks,  the  police  initially 
seemed  cooperative,  but  became  aggravated 
just  before  the  arrests  were  made.  “Some  of 
the  police  seemed  to  be  having  as  good  a 
time  as  we  were,”  she  said.  “And  then 
suddenly  the  tone  changed  from  a  game,  and 
things  went  off  the  wall.”  All  of  the  arrests 
were  made  within  the  first  half-mile  of  the 
march,  but  police  stayed  with  the  groups 
throughout  the  walk,  ordering  the  pro-choice 
activists  to  “keep  moving,”  and  tlueatening 
them  with  further  arrests  if  they  did  not 
comply. 

When  the  marchers  arrived  in  Brookline, 
police  separated  a  mostly  male  ACT  UP 
contingent  from  the  remainder  of  the  group, 
creating  a  gap  between  the  men  and  the 
women,  who  were  forced  to  stand  about  200 
feet  behind  the  men.  Yano  called  the  action 
“bizarre”  and  added,  “It  really  speaks  to  the 
phobias  and  sexism  of  the  p>olice  force.” 

In  all,  five  pro-choice  activists  were 
arrested  and  brought  to  the  Area  B  Roxbury 
precinct,  where  they  were  each  charged  with 
geing  a  “disorderly  person”  and  released  on 
personal  recognizance.  At  an  arraignment 
held  on  Oct.  10,  a  Nov.  5  trial  date  was  set 

In  spite  of  the  police’s  actions,  the 
organizers  of  the  demonstration  deemed  the 
event  successful.  Said  Yano,  “It  was  the  first 
time  we’ve  effectively  stopped  (the  anti¬ 
choice  activists]  from  getting  to  the  clinic  on 
time,  so  we  were  very  pleased  with  the 
results.” 

Similarly,  Parks  described  the  rally  as 
being  “more  confrontative”  than  others  she 
had  experienced,  and  added  that  she  felt  her 
group  had  met  its  goal  of  giving  abortion 
clients  “emotional  access”  to  the  clinic.  The 
arrests,  she  said,  served  as  a  reminder  of  the 
necessity  for  further  pro-choice  actions.  “If 
we  have  any  doubt  that  women’s  lives  are  on 
the  line,  then  we  just  have  to  pay  attention  to 
what  happened  on  Saturday.  The  authorities 
don’t  like  it  when  women  get  a  little  bit 
confrontative.”  said  Parks. 

In  the  second  pro-choice  demonstration  of 
the  weekend,  a  small  group  of  activists  stood 
on  the  sidelines  of  the  anti-choice  “Respect 
Life”  march  held  on  Sunday  Oct.  7,  near 
Boston  Common.  The  abortion  rights 
advocates  waved  placards  and  chanted  at  the 
marchers,  several  of  whom  responded  with 
curses,  threats  and  insults.  Police  again 
targeted  the  pro-choice  activists,  threatening 
them  with  arrest  when  the  confrontation 
became  heated. 

Participants  in  the  counter-demo  had 
hoped  to  see  a  larger  turnout  to  oppose  the 
anti-choice  march,  which  drew  20,000 
people,  according  to  police  estimates.  Said 
Martha  Rapp,  one  of  the  abortion  rights 
activists  involved  in  the  demonstration, 
“People  are  still  willing  to  come  out  and 
speak  up  for  choice,  but  more  people  need  to 
re-involve  themselves  with  the  issue.” 

Bette 

Cofldnued  from  page  16 

She  stays  in  the  old  days  for  another 
number,  with  a  song  that,  like  Billy 
Strayhom’s  "Lush  Life,"  is  one  of  the  classic 
saloon  songs,  Fran  Landesman  and  Tommy 
Wolfe's  ‘Spring  Can  Really  Hang  You  Up 
the  Most"  The  song  has  bcCT  performed  by 


many  serious  and  wonderful  singers.  Barbara 
Steisand  recorded  it  for  her  quietly  brilliant 
Svrpiy  Streisand  album  but  opt^  not  to  release 
it.  Helen  Merrill  has  done  it  compellingly,  as 
has  Dardanelle.  And  Betty  Carter  has 
stretched  it  to  the  infinities  of  its  irony,  and 
actually  forces  you  to  hang  on  the  word 
"hang"  until,  if  you  don't  know  what  the  song 
is  about,  you  must  be  winter-numb.  Midler 
does  a  nice  little  intro  that  none  of  these 
other  artists  do,  and  her  version  is 
straightforward  and  rather  lovely. 

She  does  a  fine  medley  of  Richard 
Rodgers  and  Lorenz  Hart's  "He  Was  Too 
Good  to  Me"  with  Peter  Larson,  and  Josh 
Rubin's  "Since  You  Stayed  Here,"  a  truly 
poetic  song  in  which  a  person  fills  a  departed 
lover  in  on  some  things  he  wouldn't 
recognize  if  he  returned  —  including  the 
singer,  and  her  living  room:  "You'd  never 
recognize  the  room  /  the  pictures  all  have 
different  frames  now  /  and  all  the  chairs  are 
rearranged  now  /  Somehow  I've  thrown  out 
every  souvenir  /  Yes,  there  have  been 
changes  made  /  Since  you  stayed  here  ... 
You'd  never  recognize  my  life  /  The  party- 
givers  know  my  name  now  /  And  when  I  cry 
it's  not  the  same  now  /  Somehow  —  I  never 
waste  a  single  tear  /  Yes,  there  have  been 
changes  made  /  Since  you  stayed  here."  For 
some  reason  Midler  takes  Lorenz  Hart's  line, 
'1  was  a  queen  to  him  /  Who's  gonna  make 
me  gay  now?"  and  substitutes,  "I  was  a 
queen  to  him  /  Who's  gonna  light  my  way 
now?"  Maybe  she  thought  the  double  line 
was  too  entendre?  Or  perhaps  the  prolific 
Hart  left  alternate  lines? 

The  majority  of  the  album  is  not  this 
mellow  or  this  introspective  —  because,  as 
Midler  told  Holden  in  the  Times,  she  is  a 
meeting  place  between  two  worlds,  "a 
bohemian,  artsy  downtown  world  and  the 
other  in  a  middle-class  borough  like 
Queens."  And  much  of  the  album  is  jumpy 
pop:  "Night  and  Day"  is  not  the  Cole  Porter 
song,  but  Roxanne  Seeman  and  Billie 
Hughes'  bright  little  tribute  to  the  old 
"opposites  attract"  truism,  and  "All  of  a 
Sudden"  is  a  joyous  bouncy  song  about 
serendipity  in  the  love  market.  Julie  Gold's 
"From  a  Distance,"  on  the  other  hand,  is  an 
icy  look  at  contemporary  isolation  —  "God  is 
watching,"  yes,  but  "from  a  distance." 

Midler  continues  to  be  true  to  her  roots 
and  the  red  part  of  her  hair  —  giving  us 
eclectic  mixes  of  songs  of  other  decades  that 
deserve  the  adjective  timeless,  and  clever 
songs  written  by  her  contemporaries.  She  and 
Some  People's  Lines  are  treasures. 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

He^ine 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 
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MARILYN  HUMPHRIES 


Concord  Feminist  Health  Center 
announces  the  opening  of  a 

LESBIAN  GYN  CLINIC 

held  every  month  from  5-9  PM 
with  Jannette  Hofstede,  NP 

T  OPEN  HOUSE  T 

All  interested  lesbians  invited 
October  17,  7:00  PM 
Come  meet  Jannette  and  CFHC 
staff  members  and  bring 
questions  and  suggestions 

Lesbian  clinic  dates: 

November  7,  December  5,  January  2  ... 
Call  for  appointment:  (603)  225-2739 

38  S.  Main  Street, 
Concord, NH 
(603)  225-2739 


m 

CONCORD 

FEMINI^ 

HEALTH 

CENTER 


PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUPS  FOR 

BISEXUAL  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 

THE  PURPOSE  OF  THESE  OPEN-ENDED, 
LONG-TERM  GROUPS  IS  TO  OFFER 
MEMBERS  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO 
EXPLORE  ISSUES  OF  INTIMACY  AND 
SEXUAL  IDENTITY  VIA  A  GROUP 
EXPERIENCE  IN  WHICH  BOTH 
GENDERS  ARE  PRESENT.  EACH 
GROUP  OFFERS  A  SAFE  SETTING 

WITH  PEOPLE  WHO  SHARE  CONCERNS 
REGARDING  SEXUAL  ORIENTATION. 

For  further  information  coll  Roger 

Abdell,  Ed.D.  at  (617)  566-5043 
or  Rhonda  Linde,  Ph.D. 
at  (617)734-6614 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Richard.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  di  Groipen,  DOS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DOS 


Healthy  teeth 
they're  a 
team  effort 


1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

Monday  •  Saturday  &  Evenings 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFffiD  PUBUC  ACCOUNTANT 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


.ItSaJKfmt  Kimn  1*0 

AtoimETIS 


.Altmed 


©/»0  BBCHCeL 


mtK, 
QUMHCO  WK 

lASTAwWrt 

reioctamc, 

0UtSTMe/-£y6l> 
Wioes  nw 
THeM5Q,«s  lu 
-ixeBACKIAM 
Juw(kWp6o  By  A 
UWN&  ORCU- 
OF  THEIR.  NEAREST 
AN»  PWREfF' 


FJ?IE*J1)5  OFFfR 
AFF|RM<M&  TESn/^QWy.. 


I  TOST  uIaia/A  Shv  I  leo  Both  like  SISTERS. 
MW6  THAT'}  SAIY  |  ^lOE  *0  So  aOCH  Shit  A«a/r 
tiioo  xwpiEXuowrJ  AiJo  any  i  jioffw  wie-niAT 

M  XW  WEOOFP  Bust  ybo  C&J'f  A«AM05»(TM£ST«lCa£ 


UfU.  I  A«  HAiepfRESSFti-mHIOKof  A 

AWE  WEAL  act  thantw)  ca*Aaouj 
wtWiJ  CKAUEOOJG  the  foOERS  THAT 
K  O'  ftltcIccyatCMATlO&TMeiR. 
IESSAnI  RttATcitSHIP. 


Sweet  Honey  In  Hie  Rock 

Saturday,  November  10  at  8pm  •  The  Opera  House 

539  Wa^iivdon  Street.  Bostcm 


Tickecs  $19.  $17.  $14  (pint*  $-50  Theatre  Res^ratum) 

\«aikid>le  at  the  Box  Office  617/  426-5301.  AU  Ticketron  outlets  and  abo  at  Strawberries,  Arborwaj  \  uleo  (JP). 
Rntitun  (^oo^Mcl  Disc  (llanard  Sqtiare),  Wood  and  Scrin|D»  (.Artin^on  in  person  or  bs  phone  617/  641-2131) 


^ET^  phonMT^.^  800-382-8080 
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ilUAL  MEN  TALK! 

kiP  OR  ONE-ON-ONE 


Make  the  right  sclectkin  —  Gay  Sclettions  —  arvi  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  EnglarkJ  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal"  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  wav  to  meet  the  tight  one. 


UAV 

SELEt-TlONS" 


Oi>h  Sl.CO  per  minuir 

..  . 


1-900-370-2266 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replie*  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  Newt,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appean. 

You  can't  say,  Tve  never  put  in  a  personal  and 
ordinarily  I  wouidnT  beccause  everyone  says  that 
now  -  and  it  doesn't  mean  anything.  But  -  h's  true.  1 
have  never  done  this.  1  am  GWF.  (Why  do  people 
write  LF  -  is  there  some  other  kind  of  lesbian?),  26. 
Recently  moved  to  Boston.  1  am  an  independent 
filttunaker,  not  working  on  a  film  right  now. 
Actually,  I  can't  bear  to  leave  the  thrill  of 
unemployment.  Sincerely  looking  for  someone  244-, 
Race  is  unimportanL  If  you  love:  Sandra  Bernhard, 

John  Waters  (before  Cry  Baby),  most  music . You 

are  sincere  and  absolmely,  positively  have  a  sense  of 
humor.  I  would  like  to  go  out  for  a  drink.  Write  to  me 
CCNBoxGER.  (15) 


KEEP  nr  COMING 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fiin  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  - 
and  more  -  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN 
personals  are  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet 
people  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and 
understand  that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 

YOU  WANT  IT  ~  NOW  YOU  GOT  FT! 

Belter  than  a  Dating  Service  but  less  "Bullshit”  than 
phone  lines,  REAL  MEN  CLUB,  for  a  lover,  new 
friend,  or  group  fun.  (617)  848-0027.  (14) 

ROMANCING  ALONE? 

Try  the  friendly  alternative  -  JUST  WOMEN  —  Call 
Pat  or  Chris  at  (617)  849-9999.  Serving  New 
England's  Womens  conununity.  Relationships  for 
women! 


Announcements 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


Portuguese  male,  23,  seeking  live  in  position  general 
household  services,  licensed  from  culinary  school. 
Drivers  license.  Speak  some  English.  Please  contact 
Jose  Medeiros  at  625-0906.  (14) 


Real  Estate 


Lowell  —  Best  on  market  for  price!  Charming  two- 
bedroom  antique  Victorian,  2  parlors,  2  baths, 
hardwood  floors,  wood  stove,  in  friendly,  historic 
neighborhood.  Owners  moving,  must  sell!  Call 
(508)441-2443.  $74,900.  (14) 


Services 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medkane  •Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  'Privata  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 
ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MO 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


VOICES  OF 
BATTERED  LESBIANS 

•  Half  hour  audio  program  created 
by  survivors 

•  Presents  experiences  of  battered 
lesbians  from  differing  cultural, 
economic  and  racial  backgrounds 
and  with  differing  physicd  abilities 

•  Useful  for  workers  in  the  battered 
women's  movement,  therapists,  and 
members  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities  who  want  to  recognize 
and  confront  battering  of  women  by 
their  female  intimate  partners 

To  order,  send  $5.00  ($10.00  for 
organizations/professionals)  plus  $1  .OOP&H  to: 
The  Lesbian  Caucus,  Mass  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups 
107  South  Street,  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02111  (617)426-8492 

This  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Joan  Kebick,  murdered  by  her  abusive  ex-lover 


COME  STUFF  THE  PAPER 
FRIDAY  NIGHT  AT  GCN 
CALL  426-4469  FOR  DETAILS 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is;  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  nx>re  room!  just  keep  wnong  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (3S<  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□iNon-business;  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

S _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50x. 


My  CAtefory  re 

□  PERSONAL5  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ . 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

OiKounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  lO'^'o  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  ISI^o  $, 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20®7o  $  . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

$- 
$_ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 
Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  X $15 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to; 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


Help  W  a  n  t  e 


SEE  PAGE  4  FOR 
JOB  OPENINGS  AT  GCN 

We  have  openings  for  our  Display  Advertising 
Coordinator  postion  and  our  Word  Processing  / 
Gassifieds  Coordinator  position  (20) 


EXECUTIVE  DIREaOR 

For  statewide  grassroots  domestic  violence 
prganization.  Personnel  supervision,  grant  writing 
and  fiscal  abilities  a  must  Formerly  battered  women 
and  women  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Resume 
to:  Search  Corrunittee;  NYSCADV;  The  Women's 
Building;  79  Central  Avenue;  Albany,  NY  12206. 

(14) 


WORK  FOR  PEACE  AND  JUSTICE 

Change  U.S.  policy  towards  Central  America.  The 
Central  Amercia  Solidarity  Assoc,  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  for  $7.15  an  hour.  Please  call  Rebecca 
or  Pam  at  492-8699.  (14) 


COORDINATOR 

Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual  Speakers  Bureau  seeks 
coordinator  to  work  out  of  home  to  coordinate 
Speaking  engagements,  answer  mail,  help  in  bureau's 
fundraising  efforts.  Minimum  5  hours  per  week, 
$10/hr.  Send  resume:  GLBSB,  P.O.  Box  2232, 
Boston,  MA  02107  or  call  for  info;  354-0133. 

(14) 


GWM  NEEDS  PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

Arlington/Somerville  area;  Car  essential, 
dependability  a  must.  Experience  necessary.  Call  Bill 
after  TPM.  648-0578.  (15) 


BOOKSTORE  STAFF  PERSON 

Rhode  Island's  politically  progressive  collective 
bookstore  seeks  organized  individual  to  work  with 
one  other  full  time  staff  person  to  help  manage  the 
store.  Work  experience  preferred.  Starting  salary 
$17,000.  Full  health  and  dental.  Call  (401)  521-3230. 

(14) 


For  Sale 


LOVEBIRDS  HANDFED  BABIES 

Turquoise  blue  with  black  head.  Colorful, 
affectionate  and  playful.  Very  tame.  Only  $85  each. 
(617)  275-3647. 

(14) 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Heefdaches.  Low  back  pain,  Busitls,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  arcl  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 
232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Roommate  Wante 


BROOK UN E 

BiF  seeks  F  28+  for  2  BR  condo.  Qean,  quiet,  sunny, 
modem,  near  T.  Roof  deck,  hardwood  floors,  W/D, 
off-street  parking  avail.  $500  incl.  heat/h.w.  Call 
Lisa/Kathy  731-6869.  (14) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling,  shared  meals  seeks  L/BiF.  $330+.  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  (14) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  3rd  for  large  3  floor  apLOff 
street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to  buses, 
10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  385+.  923-4370. 

(14) 


WORCESTER 

LF  &  2  cats  seeks  LF  for  large  sunny  apt.  Wrap¬ 
around  porch,  garden,  off-street  parking,  w/d.  $285 
plus  util.  No  smoking.  Avail  immed.  (508)  753-9066. 

(16) 


2  L's  in  independent,  but  friendly  JP  house  seek  2 
more  .  No  smoking.  $239.50  and  S265.00  per  mo. 
Close  to  orange  and  green  lines.  Available  9/1  and 
9/15.  Please  call  983-0599.  (20) 


LF  non-smoker,  neat,  semi-veg.  for  sunny,  quiet,  safe 
2nd-fl.  in  house  in  Watertown  near 
Cambridge/Wallham  bus.  Porches,  parking,  W/D, 
No  more  pets.  $425+.  Call  923-9087.  (14) 


2  LFs  looking  for  L/BiF  for  3  bdr.  in  Davis  Square. 
$261+.  3  minutes  from  T.  Non-smoking.  Available 
10/15  or  11/1.  Call  666-8118.  (14) 


ARE  YOU  LOOKING? 

We  have  an  opening  for  a  third  roomate  to  share  rent 
and  expenses.  We  are  located  in  Dorchester,  on  the 
Red  line.  Safe  neighborhood,  and  on  street  parking. 
Call  288-4468  or  426-4469  (ask  for  Frank).  Rent  is 
$400  per  month  plus  util,  and  phone.  Short-term  ok! 

(14) 


LF  with  2  cats  seek  LF  for  temp  or  p-time  roomie  in 
J.P.  chem,  smoke  free.  Close  to  T,  rent  negot. 
175/250  plus.  522-2332.  (14) 


Roommate  to  share  4-bedroom,  2  bath  home  in 
Natick  wis.  Washer,  Dryer  —  Convenient  to  Pike. 
Avail.  Sept.  15lh.  $350  plus.  508-651-8240.  (14) 


NORTH  OF  BO$TON 

Prof.  F  to  share  spacious  home  w/country  charm  in 
beautiful  area.  F/P,  W/D,  parking,  15  min.  to 
beaches,  25  min.  to  Boston.  No  smokers! 
$334Anonth  plus  util.  Call  (508)  777-5765.  (14) 

Allston  M  or  F  for  1  bdrm.  in  funky  hsehld.  Easy 
parking,  safe  neighborhood,  near  trans.,  photo  dkrm., 
have  kittens.  $254/mo.  Call  783-2407.  (14) 


Waltham:  LF  needs  roommate  to  share  2  bdrm.  apt., 
dishwasher,  laundry,  parking,  view  on  pond,  pool, 
near  stores.  $375Ano.  (heat  and  hot  watCT  incl.)  Call 
899-2976.  (14) 

TEELE  $QUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets, 
drugs.  $275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (14) 


GWM  sks.  rsp.  GWM  roommate.  Lynn,  MA.  Call 
617-599-5574  after  3PM.  Prefer  older  rsp.  GWM  but 
will  consider  younger  if  rsp.  No  sex  calls  please!(14) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  spiritually-oriented  woman  to  share 
beautiful,  3rd  floor  apt.  with  yard,  woodstove,  W/D, 
porch,  herb  garden.  $400  incl.  heat!  Nov.  1.  Call 
524-4620. 

(15) 


SC/fOOUTQ 

•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 

The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  *  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

S29  Newbury  SL.  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 

ALLAN  SINGER  L.I.C.S.W. 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

,  1 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  •  OCTOBER  14  -  20.  1990  •  1 3 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wante 


TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  b«  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  42M469 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Healthy  GM,  37,  PWA,  sober  alcoholic  seeks 
roommate  for  spacious  6  rm.  apt  in  very  beautiful 
neighborhood.  Must  be  sober,  non-smoker. 
SSOOAno.  incl.  heat  Call  David  at  524-6050.  ( 14) 


Non-smoking  LF  for  apt  Belmont/Camb.  line. 
Independent  Professional.  $325  incl  heal/hot  water. 
Lauiidry  in  bldg.  Near  bus/T.  Parking.  Avail  immed. 
CaU  864-4314.  (14) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished  room  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  malesa.  $395  incl.  utilities.  665-6082 

(14) 


SUNNY  ViaORIAN  -  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  pleasant  home  with  lesbian  prof, 
couple  and  2  year  old  son.  Near  T,  washer/dryer, 
other  amenities.  $375  month  incl.  untilities  or 
exchange  housework  and  childcare  work  for  rent. 
CaU  254-5929. 

(14) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  and  cat  seek  moderately  neat  and  quiet 
professioiuil  lesbian  for  2BR  apartment  with  study. 
$397.50  includes  heat.  522-6012  evenings.  No 
machine;  please  keep  trying.  (14) 


Apartments 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

DORCHESTER  Lower  Mills/Milton  line,  near 
Walter  Baker.  Quiet  street,  walk  to  T.  Spacious 
duplex  apartment  in  charming  antique  2-family.  Two 
Hreplaces,  hardwood  floors,  many  features.  Washer- 
dryer  hookup,  refrgerator.  Parking.  Excellent 
condition.  $750  plus  util.  Call  740-1029.  (14) 


DORCHESTER 

Renovated  6  rm,  2  bdroom,  hardwood  floors,  eat  in 
kitchen,  built  in  china,  back  porch  and  yard,  owner 
occ.  $600Mio.  No  utilities.  ^2-3216  John.  (15) 


LG.  2  bed  in  CTielsea,  modem  kitchen,  modem  bath, 
deck/yard,  laundry  room,  near  T.  3-car  driveway. 
Avail.  1 1/15.  $950/mo.  plus  util.  CaU  884-4853.  (14) 


DORCHESTER 

Spacious  3  bedrooms,  2  baths,  hardwood  floors, 
yard,  convenient  to  Ashmont  station.  Avail.  Nov.  1. 
$650/h».  (508)429-8775.  (14) 


BY  THE  SEA 

North  Weymouth,  large  2  bedroom  in  antique  house. 
Beautiful  yard,  near  beach.  $725Ano.  Convenient  to 
bus,  to  T,  and  commuter  boat  $725Ano.  508-429- 
8775.  (14) 


Publications 


BLACKyOUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLAOC/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  Ml  48219.(ex) 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  enieruinment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/K 
tingle  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114  (ex) 


V3;  Current  Issues:  DST  BERET  $1.25  Tech 
Machine  Faith  $1.25  FLYER  FREE!  Mell  V3  Green, 
53  Nahant  Ave.,  Winthrop,  MA.  02152.  Nude 
Warrant  Photos  Accepted.  (13) 


The  Nonviolent  Activist:  Magazine  of  the  War 
Resisiert  League.  Articles  on  nonviolent  movement, 
incl.,  gay  rights.  Sample  $1.  Subs.  $15/1  year/8 
issues.  WRL,  339  Lafayette  Sl,  Depe  G.,  NYJJY 
10012  (14) 


ATTENTION  GCN  BOX  HOLDERS  !!! 

All  GCN  Box  holders  should  contact  Bob  in 
classifieds  at  426-4469  this  week  to  confirm 
forwarding  address  and  to  accept  receipt  of  mail 
being  held. 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom- 
moUaUons.  AA  groups,  bars,  balhs.  bookslores. 
businesses,  counselors,  denlisis.  doclors.  holels. 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publicalions.  organizalions. 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  swilchboards. 
Iherapisis.  Iravel  agenis.  etc  .  elc  .  elc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo') 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar' 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50:  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50:  Connecticut,  Delaware 
District  ot  Columbia  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidenlial  To  list  a 
business  or  organiration.  or  lor  lurther  information,  send 
stamped  selt-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St  .  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


1990-91  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE  AND 
RADICAL  PUBUCATION$ 

Over  350  periodicals  listed  $3.00.  Write:  Alternative 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept  D,  Baltimore, 
MD  21218.  (5) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjounud.  Analysis,  reviews,  conferertce 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  pt^ical  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $I  postage. 
2423  18th  Sl  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009(ex) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publicatioru  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGHI 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Qub,  POB  1422,  San  lYancisco,  CA  94114. 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02I81.(ex) 


ACATIONS 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy.  We're  your  perfect 
vacation  choicel  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular 
fall  colors  tool  The  HIGHLANDS  INN.  Box  118G. 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and 
Judi,  Innkeepers.  (27) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  "OPEN  YEAR  ROUND."  7 
Winthrop  Slreetm  ProviiKetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  (EOW) 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  Sl  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


BOSTON  ALUANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.()0  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


Movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANT 
Serving  the  Gay  Community  with  professionalism 
and  respect.  Very  careful  furniture  movers.  Piano 
and  hoisting  specialists.  Any  time  of  the  day,  any 
day  of  the  year.  No  overtime  charges,  354-2184, 
MDPU#  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.)  MADPU#  325522, 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small.  Very  careful  movers 
641-1234. 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and 

used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck 

and  equipment  rentals.  We  loadAmload  your  truck. 

522-0826. 


ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding. 
DiscounL  322-7343,242-0771 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


[TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON.  ] 
'  WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

JesandecBerkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist^ 


I'm  a  23  yr  old  LF  looking  for  a  long  lasting 
friendship/relationshp  with  someone  who 
loves  to  'write  and  holds  nothing  back.  My 
likes  are  bodybuilding,  modeling,  dancing, 
all  sports,  vacations,  nealthfoods  and  quiet 
nights  at  home  with  my  lover.  I  dislike 
I  smoking,  drinking  and  drugs.  Trace' 

I  FORBES.  161419,  PO  Box  8540 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 


Fracey 
-  622, 


Prisoners  &  Friends:  HELP  !!! 

If  you  know  of  groups  who  help  prisoners 
with  free  or  cheap  reading  material,  le^l 
help,  AIDS  support,  ‘coming  out’(housing 
and  jobs)  info,  etc.  etc.,  PLEASE  let  us  hear 
about  them,  so  we  can  make  our  Resource 
List  EVEN  BETTERl  ~  ‘ 


37  yr  old  GM  Canadian  transplant  into 
remodeling/building,  classical  piano,  traveL 
piersons.  I'm  a  heavy  fictions  consumer  and 
a  fair  conversationalist.  Looking  for 
someone  with  similar  interests  for  corres¬ 
pondence  and  possible  relationship.  Waiting 
to  hear  from  you  maybe.  Philip 
GILLESPIE.  67480,  Unit  29  "J’'. 
Parchman,  MS  38738 _ 

I'm  currently  housed  in  the  "Special"  HIV 


5pecii 

housing  unit  here.  It's  very  hard  to  get 
reading  material  in  here.  We  have  to  stay  in 
our  cells  almost  all  of  the  time.  This  is  a 
fucked  up  program  and  I  will  strive  to  make 
these  clowns  Tietter  it.  It  would  be  highly 
appreciated  if  I  could  be  placed  on  your 
penpal  list,  niank  you.  Anthony  MA[NN. 
SHU  4A-4L-49,  D31981,  Box  3456, 
Corcoran  CA  93212. _ 

I'm  a  young  black  top  type  gay,  built  good 
but  lonesome.  I'm  seeking  friendship.  I 
cook  and  do  hobby  crafL  Looking  for  gw 
street  friends.  John  BUTLER,  0730/2, 
33123  OU  WeU  Rd  #009,  Punta  Gorda  FL 
33955. _ 


BLACK  &  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER  is  a  gay  men’s 
organization  for  men  of  all  colors.  They  have 
groups  in  many  cities.  They  don’t  always  have 
I  prisoner  support  projects,  but  they  should,  no? 
So  drop  them  a  line  and  encourage  them  to  get 
1  involved  and  help  fight  racism  in  the  Amerikk- 
kan  prison  business.  For  more  info  write: 
BWMT,  584  Castro  St,  San  Francisco  CA 
94114,  or  MACT  (Men  of  All  Colors 
I  Together),  Box  148,  New  York,  NY  1(X)23. 

PRISONER  WRITERSIl 
I  Send  for  your  FREE  Pen  Prison  Writing  Bulletin 
to  find  out  publications  that  want  to  receive 
I  writing  from  prisoners  (poetry,  fiction,  non- 
I  fiction  or  drama),  writing  contests  for  prisoners, 
[tips  on  how  to  get  your  writing  into  print! 
IfREE!  Write  now  to:  PEN  American  Center, 
SiB  Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10012 


'FREE  BOOKS  &  DICTIONARIES!!  You 
can  gel  free  dictionaries  (including 
iSPANISH-English  dictionary)  from: 
PRISON  LIBRARY  PROJECT,  976  W. 
'Foothill  Blvd,  Claremont  CA  91711. 


I  seek  correspondence  with  a  caring, 
intellectual  man,  age  unimportant.  Have 
photos  for  photos.  Will  answer  all. 
Lawrence  BRAUTIGAM,  #168495,  2-D- 
1 575,  Moberly  correctional  Center.  Box  7, 

I  Moberly  MO  65270 

I  have  an  imperative  need  to  communicate 
with  the  outside  world.  My  interests  are 
many,  from  building  sand  castles,  to  Greek 
and  Chinese  philosophy.  And  as  I  reach 
across  these  miles  throu^t  the  movements 
of  my  pen.  I  hope  that  I  near  from  someone 
this  year.  David  MOORE,  #053877,  P(D 
Box  747,  FL  State  Prison,  Starke,  FL 
32091-S-3-N-1 

1  seek  strong  minded  individuals  in  the  free 
world  who  will  stick  with  a  pen  friend  in 
the  long  run.  I'm  gay,  28,  race  and  age  are 
unimportant  to  me.  Photo  gets  photo.  Jim 
FITZGERALD  98743.  Box  636.  West 
Uberty  KY  41472. _ 


GM,  average  looks,  like  outdoors  and 
beaches,  looking  for  someone  to  correspond 
with.  I  would  also  be  interested  in  receiving 
your  paper  if  possible.  Michael  DIEHL, 
5517W.  EUis  IL  Huntsville  TX  77340. _ 

GM  seeking  penpal  friendship.  I  like  to 
crocheL  listen  to  music,  and  watch  movies. 
David  BEAN.  15574,  Box  1989,  Ely  NV 
89301. _ 

Male  prisoner,  35,  seeks  correspiondence 
from  anyone.  I  have  been  in  prison  for  15 
years  and  will  never  get  ouL  so  a  relation¬ 
ship  is  impossible.  But  our  spirits  can  fly  in 
the  night.  Please  write.  Danny  HICKS,  D- 
32123,  Star  Route,  Reidsville  GL  30499 

I  would  like  to  be  able  to  correspond  with 
other  gays,  as  serious  gays  are  hard  to  find 
in  places  like  this.  I'm  a  masculine  gay  and 
prefer  men  who  are  likewise.  Robert 
GREGORY.  854666,  Box  473.  Westville  IN 
46391 _ 

I  was  beaten  (and  imagine  it  may  continue 
since  they  don’t  like  gays  here)  and  can'^et 
any  legal  help  at  all.  without  money.  WITH 
JUSTICE  FOR  ALL?  I  would  dearly 
appreciated  a  peripal.  Do  you  think  wu  can 
find  me  one?  Thanks.  Ricky  LONG,' 
532731,  Box  16.  Lovelady  TX  75861. _ 


I'm  26  and  looking  for  some  male 
companionship.  My  home  is  here  in 
Mississippi.  'Walter  DAVIS,  61056,  Unit 
29-B,  Parchman  MS  38738. _ 


GM  in  pirison  would  like  to  correspond  with 
other  gay  men.  I’m  43  and  goodl^kin^  A 
photo  would  be  nice.  Thomas  MAZi^O, 
12  Administration  Rd.  Bridgewater  MA 
02324. _ 

I  ran  across  your  paper  for  the  first  time.  It 
made  me  feel  good  to  see  that  I'm  not  the 
only  one  who  cares  about  AIDS  in  prisons. 
I'd  like  to  write  someone  for  frien^hip.  I 
like  roller  skating,  golf  and  bowling. 
Richard  CRABTREE.  141-195,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699 _ 
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CaJendar  listings  must  b«  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event. 
Photos  encouraged.  Please  specify  if 
event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please 
use  our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings  and 
put  each  event  on  a  separate  sheet.  All 
listings  must  be  typed.  Please  note  that 
listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

1 3  Saturday 

Dorchester  \  Dorchester  GALA  Fall 
Foliage  Trip.  Meets  9:30  a.m.  For  meeting 
place  and  other  info:  825-3737. 

Boston  \  NationaU  Writers’  Union  First 
Amendment  Reading.  “Outrageous  and 
controversial  works  that  Jesse  Helms  wouldn't 
like.”  Community  Church,  S6S  Boylston 
(Cop>ley  T).  2  to  4  p.m.  Info:  547-6434. 

Boston  \  Healing  Service  for  Those 
Affected  by  AIDS.  Handicap  access;  ASL 
interpreted.  Othedral  Church  of  St.  Paul,  138 
Tremont  St.  (opposite  Park  St.  T).  4  p.m. 
Concludes  the  workshop  “Building 
Communities  of  Compassion:  Action  on  AIDS 
for  the  90’s.”  Info  on  this  service  or  registration 
for  the  conference:  482-5800. 

Cambridge  \  Lesbian  Singles’  Meeting. 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 1  SI  Mass.  Ave.  7 
p.m.  SI.  Info:  661-3633. 

1 4  Sunday 

Marblehead  \  North  Shore  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Annual  Auction.  Ten 
percent  of  proceeds  to  be  donated  to  AIDS 
Care  North  and  Strongest  Link.  Info:  (508)  927- 
2903. 

Boston  \  Candidate’s  Debate: 
Representative  Byron  Rushing  (D)  vs. 
Challenger  Mike  Duffy  (R).  Sponsored  by 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance.  2  p.m.  sharp.  Club  Cabaret,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  Free.  Info:  247-0099. 

Danverc  \  NSGLA  Annual  Action.  North 
Shore  Lesbian  >nd  Gay  Alliance,  at  Unitarian 
Universalist  N.  Shore  Church,  323  Locust  St. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Admission  $3,  includes 
raffle  ticket.  Info:  (508)  745-3848. 

Boston  \  “Meet  the  Candidate’’ 
Fundraiser  for  Byron  Rushing.  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  for  Byron  Rushing.  199  West 
Springfidd  St.  4  to  7  p.m.  Info:  536-755 1 . 

1 5  Monday 

Arlington  \  Sandra  Bernhard  Double 
Feature:  “Without  You  I’m  Nothing’’  and 
“The  King  of  Comedy.”  Regent  Theatre,  7 
Medford  St.  S4.  Times  and  info:  643- 1 1 98. 

Back  Bay  \  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men, 
and  Friends.  Info:  859-9455. 

Boston  \  Alliance  Endorsement  Meeting 
for  the  November  Election.  Sponsored  by 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance.  7  p.m.  Room  22Z  UMass  Boston,  Park 
Square.  Info:  247-0099. 

Cambridge  \  Lesbian  Partners  amd  Ex- 
Partners  of  Incest  Survivors.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:00  to  8:30  p.m.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  \  Gay  and  Lesbian  Academic 
Study  Seminar  at  M.l.T.  Regular  meeting. 
7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Info  and  location  details:  Ed 
547-9487  or  Waverly  524-9250.  547-9487  or 
Waveriy  524-9250. 

Cambridge  \  Lesbian  Rap:  Children? 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8  to  10  p.m. 
Info:  354-8807. 

1 6  Tuesday 

Framingham  \  Framingham  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  Group.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box 
426,  S.  Framingham,  M A  01701. 

Cambridge  \  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap: 
Diversity  In  Our  Community.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30  to  9:30  pjn.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Boston  \  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston: 
"Suburban  Lesbian  Moms.’’  Guest 
speakers.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  25  Staniford  5t., 
Revere  Rm,  2nd  floor.  Info:  742-7897. 

Cambridge  \  Tango,  Rhumba,  and 
Merengue  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Cay  Men, 
and  Friends.  By  New  England  Dance 
Movement  Center.  Beginner.  Level  I.  YMCA  at 
Central  Sq.,  820  Mass.  Ave.  8  to  9  p.m.  Week  3 
of  4;  S37  for  series.  Info:  859-9455. 


1 7  Wednesday 


Boston  \  Goals  and  Self-Empowerment. 
Setting  goals  and  keeping  yourself  focused. 
Meeting  3  of  6.  $5  donation  for  series.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  Sc  Info:  Jay  288-3838. 

Boston  \  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights 
Task  Force.  Boston  NOW,  971  Comm.  Ave. 
7  p.m.  Info:  782-1056. 

Boston  \  Forum  on  Women’s 
Reproductive  Rights  and  HIV.  Sponsored 
by  Women’s  Task  Force  of  Boston  AIDS 
Consortium.  Room  G2,  Harvard  School  of 
Public  Health,  677  Huntington  Ave.  7  to  9  p.m. 
Info:  432-0885. 

Boston  \  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  Working 
Against  Question  3  /  CLT.  Meeting  to  plan 
the  campaign.  7  p.m.  Oty  Hall  Room  957.  Info: 
522-544a 

Boston  \  In  Shades  of  Lavender:  A 
Celebration  of  Gay  Male  Poetry  and 
Storytelling.  Boston  gay  writers  present  their 
work.  7  p.m.  Children’s  Resource  Center, 
Boston  Public  Library,  Copley  Square.  Info:  Gay 
Reading  Group  825-4240. 

1 8  Thursday 

Boston  \  Wholistic  Health:  A  Way  of  Life: 
“Acupuncture:  Balancing  Ki.’’  $5.  Boston 
Uving  Center,  1 40  Qarendon  Sc,  7th  fl.  6  to  8 
pjn.  Info  and  registration:  267-0900. 

Jamaica  Plain  \  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay 
Men,  and  Friends.  At  the  Firehouse  Arts 
Center,  659  Centre  St.  Swing.  Foxtrot,  ond 
Waltz,  Beginner  Level  II,  6:30  to  7:30  p.m. 
Country  Western.  Beginner  Level  I,  7:30  to  8:30 
pjn.  Cha  Cba  /  Alombo  /  Samba,  Beginner  Level 
II,  8:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Session  3  of  4.  Info:  859- 
9455. 

Cambridge  \  DOB  Coffee  Bar.  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  7:00  to  9:30 
pjn.  SI.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  \  Sarah  Dreher  reads  from  her 
newest  lesbian  mystery,  A  Captive  in  Time.  New 
Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  7  p.m. 
Info:  876-5310. 

Framingham  \  Being  Positively  Gay. 
Workshop  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  outside  of 
Boston,  facilitated  by  two  area  therapists  in 
honor  of  National  Coming  Out  Day.  Discussion 
and  sharing  of  resources.  S2  donation. 
Framingham  Qvic  League,  214  Concord  Sc  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  (508)  626-0133. 

Northampton  \  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets 
first  and  third  Thursday  every  month.  Basement 
of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  Sc  7J0  p.m. 
(413)  527-5310. 

1 9  Friday 

South  Dartmouth  \  Rhode  Island  &  S.E. 
Mass  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish  Group 
Monthly  Oneg.  A  social  and  poduck  held  the 
third  Friday  of  each  month.  Info:  Debra  (401) 
273-4765  or  Fred  (508)  992-7927. 

Boston  \  Films  from  the  Margin:  Films  by 
Poets,  Poets  on  Film.  Includes  Un  Chant 
d’Amour  by  Jean  Genec  Zero  Marlborough  Sc 
(at  comer  of  Marlborough  &  Arlington).  7:30 
p.m.  $5.  Info:  578-8855. 

Boston  \  Living  in  a  World  With  AIDS: 
“Taking  Charge  of  Your  Health.”  Session 
4  of  8  in  series.  1 86  Mass.  Ave,  2nd  floor.  7:30 
to  9KX)  pjn.  Info:  MCC-Boston  437-0420. 


BOBBY'S  BACK 

Appearing  Tuesday  thru  Saturday  at  WALDO'S,  atop 
J.C.  Hillary's.  793  Boylston  St.  536-6300 

Bringing  that  special  mix  of  music  from  Gershwin, 
Berlin,  Webber  and  Sondheim  to  Nashville  with  Pasty  & 
Willie  or  London  with  Cleo  Laine. 


Cambridge  \  Open  Discussion  for 
Lesbians.  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8  pjn.  $1.  Info:  661- 
3633. 

20  Saturday 

Westboro  \  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around 
Boston:  Fall  Foliage  Tour.  Info:  Kathy  625- 
6478. 

Dorchester  \  Dorchester  GALA  Flea 
Market  /  Bake  Sale.  9  to  4  p.m.  280  Park  Sc, 
comer  of  Wellesley  Park.  Info:  Barry  288- 1 847. 

Watertown  \  DOB  Lesbian  Tennis.  Behind 
Marshall’s,  Arsenal  Mall.  9  a.m.  Info:  Laura  628- 
1038. 

Boston  \  Multicultural  Story  Hour  for 
Children  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents. 
Ages  3  to  8.  Sponsored  by  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  and  the  Lesbian  Mothers  Group. 
Info  and  location:  Marian  or  Jenifer  267-0900. 

Princeton  \  Am  Tikva  Hikes  Wachuset 
Mountain.  Beginners  and  advanced  hikers 
welcome.  Bring  a  bag  lunch.  Meet  1 1  ajn.  at  the 
State  Reservation  booth.  Rain  date  Sunday 
10/21.  Info:  926-2536. 

Boston  \  Men  of  All  Colors  Together: 
Boston’s  Hot,  Homy,  Healthy  Workshop. 

Sponsored  by  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition.  2  to 
6  p.m.  The  Jesuit  Urban  Center,  76 1  Harrison 
Ave.  Free  food.  Info:  George  266-4378. 

Boston  \  Prime  Timers  Monthly  Meeting. 
An  organization  for  older  gay  men.  Info:  write 
D.  Bourbeau,  604  Tremont  Sc,  Boston  02118- 
1605. 

Boston  \  Keep  It  Up!:  A  Workshop  for 
Gay  and  Bisexual  Men.  Presented  by  AAC 
and  FCHC.  I  to  6  pjn.  Buddies,  51  Stuart  Sc 
To  register.  437-6200,  *298. 

Watertown  \  GLOW  International 
Potiuck.  All  welcome.  5  p.m.  Info:  Becky  395- 
4664  or  Amy  (508)  651-1066. 

Boston  \  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke 
and  alcohol-free.  338  Newbury  Sc  7  to  10  p.m. 
the  third  Saturday  of  each  month.  $2  donation. 

Boston  \  DOB  Autumn  Potiuck.  (DOB  = 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  the  U.S.’s  oldest  lesbian 
organization.)  7:30  p.m.  1 56  Warren  Ave,  South 
End.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  \  Two  Steppin’  for  AIDS.  Presented 
by  Gays  for  Patsy  and  Manheart  Productions: 
net  proceeds  to  benefit  AIDS  groups.  Tickets 
$15  advance,  $20  at  door.  Advance  sales  at 
Crone’s  Harvest,  Odeon,  and  Fritz.  Villa 
Victoria,  85  W.  Newton  Sc  8  p.m. 

21  Sunday 

Boston  \  New  England  Assoc,  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Psychologists.  10  a.m.  to  noon. 
Simmons  College,  300  The  Fenway,  Special 
Functions  Room.  All  welcome.  Info:  Joanne 
646-2953  or  Joel  864-771 1. 

Somerville  \  Nice  Jewish  Girls  “Two  In 
Twenty”  Video  Party.  For  Jewish  lesbians 
and  their  women  friends.  Pot  luck  munchies. 
Noon.  Directions:  666-0002. 

Waltham  \  WOW  Canoeing.  (WOW  = 
Way  Out  in  Waltham.)  Info:  893-0361. 

Natick  \  MetroWest  GALA  Potiuck  / 
Games  Night.  Bring  your  favorite  games! 
Location  and  dishes  info:  Scon  (508)  877-6129 
or  Barbara  (508)  653-2509. 

Dorchester  \  Todd  amd  Michael’s  Silent 
Movie  Night:  Buster  Keaton  Silent 
Comedies.  7  pjn.  Info:  288-0391. 

22  Monday 

Brookline  \  An  Evening  of  Great  Taiste!  A 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  benefit. 
Fashion  and  international  cuisine,  with  Boston 
^shion  designer  David  Josef  and  Kitty  Dukakis. 
Veronique  Restauranc  Longwood  Towers. 
Reception  6:30  p.m.  Tickets  $35.  Reservations: 
247-CARE. 


Streec  Room  621.  Salsa  &  Mambo,  Beginner 
Level  I,  7:00  to  8:15  p.m.  Swing  Intensive, 
Beginner  Level  II.  8:15  to  9:30  p.m.  Session  2  of 
3.  Info:  859-9455. 

10  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  \  Phranc.  Now  on  Island 
Records,  here  in  concert  at  T.T.  The  Bear's,  1 0 
Brookline  Ave.  8  and  10:30  p.m. 

23  Tuesday 

Boston  \  Buddy  Program  Orientation, 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee.  Volunteers 
needed  to  provide  emotional  and  practical 
support  to  AAC  clients  on  a  one-to-one  basis. 
Interested  persons  should  fill  out  an  application 
and  attend  orientation  and  training.  Orientation 
meetings  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month. 
AIDS  ACTION  offices,  131  Clarendon  St.  7:30 
p.m.  Info  437-6200  x450. 

Cambridge  \  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap: 
Women’s  Spirituality.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  \  Healing  Service  for  Those 
Affected  by  AIDS.  Partial  handicap  access; 
ASL  interpreted.  First  Parish  Unitarian,  3 
Church  St.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Ecumenical  Task 
Force  on  AIDS  628-7665. 

Boston  \  First  Anniversary  Benefit 
Evening  for  the  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill. 
Carly  Simon,  honorary  chairperson.  Champagne 
and  desserts,  dancing  to  the  White  Heat  Swing 
Orchestra.  Grand  Ballroom,  the  Ritz-Cariton 
Hotel,  I  S  Arlington  St.  Artistic  Black  Tie. 
Tickets  $75.  Reservations  and  info:  894- 1 1 00. 

Cambridge  \  304-  Lesbian  Rap:  The  Aging 
Lesbiaui.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:00  to  8:30  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  \  Tango,  Rhumba,  and 
Merengue  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men, 
and  Friends.Info:  859-9455. 

24  Wednesday 

Boston  \  Greater  Boston  Business 
Coundl:  Travel  Fair.  Guests  will  be  owners 
of  several  gay  and  lesbian  travel  agencies.  Social 
hour  6  to  7  p.m.  Program  7  to  8  p.m.  $5 
donation;  refreshments  will  be  served.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  Info:  Fred  695-1634. 

Boston  \  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  At 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  of 
each  month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

25  Thursday 

Boston  \  Wholistic  Health:  A  Way  of  Life: 
“Structural  Balance:  How  Chiropractic 
Maintains  Health.”  $5.  Boston  Living  Center, 
140  Clarendon  St..  7th  fl.  6  to  8  p.m.  Info  and 
registration:  267-0900. 

Cambridge  \  DOB  Coffee  Bar.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1  SI  Mass.  Ave.  7 
to  9:30  p.m.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  \  Laura  Wood  and  Claire 
Harding.  Christopher's,  1920  Mass.  Ave.  8 
p.m.  $5.  Info:  876-9180. 

26  Friday 

Cambridge  \  Pleasure  /  Politics:  Fourth 
Annual  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  and  Gay 
Studies  Conference.  The  first  time  up  from 
NYC!  Harvard  University.  Friday  through 
Sunday.  Registration:  Arthur  Upkin  547-2197. 

Cambridge  \  Lesbians  354-.  DOB,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8 
p.m.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Ongoing 

Boston  TV  \  PrideTime  -  Boston  gay  and 
lesbian  television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network.  Channels  A3  and  A8. 
Saturdays  at  7:30  p.m. 


Back  Bay  \  Dance  for  Lesbiams,  Gay  Men, 
and  Friends.  At  U-Mass  Boston.  250  Stuart 


Hindsights 


True  to  her  roots 


Bette  Midler  returns  to  the  recording  studio  and  sings  of 
Some  People's  Lives 


Some  People's  L'ves.  Bette  Midler.  Produced  by 
Arif  Mardin.  On  Atlantic  records,  casseues  and 
compact  discs. 

By  Walta  Borawski 

Bette  Midler  started  her  career  as 
a  gay  rumor  and  brought  it  around 
to  being  a  gay  fact,  all  the  while 
remaining  heterosexual.  "There's 
this  woman  who  sings  at  the  Continental 
Baths,"  I  remember  a  friend  of  mine  telling 
me  when  I  lived  in  upstates  New  York.  "She's 
right  there  at  the  poolside  with  men  in 
towels,  and  naked  men  in  the  pool.  She  sings 
songs  about  marijuana  and  bad  sex,  and  she 
does  old  things,  like  Cole  Porter."  Sure,  I 
thought;  she's  me,  in  my  wildest  dreams. 

Over  the  next  two  decades  Bette  Midler 
conjured  up  and  delivered*  some  of  our 
wildest  dreams.  She  took  Bob  Dylan's  "I 
shall  be  released"  and  made  it  a  feminist 
anthem  (and  was  told  by  a  Rolling  Stone 
critic  that  she  had  no  right  to  sing  E>ylan,  had 
no  understanding  of  his  work;  Dylan  showed 
up  on  her  next  album  to  sing  his  "Buckets  of 
Rain"  with  her).  She  recorded  her  marijuana 
song,  which  turned  out  to  be  even  older  than 
most  Cole  Porter  tunes.  And  she  became 
almost  as  cherished  by  straight  people  as  by 
gay  people,  but  as  Nina  Simone  once  said 
about  Black  people  in  her  audience,  "I  know 
where  my  roots  are."  The  Continental  Baths 
are  only  a  memory  now;  but  Bette  Midler 
doesn't  pretend  they  and  she  weren't  there. 

Midler  recently  told  Redbook  magazine 
that  her  career  as  a  stand-up  comic  was 
probably  over.  "I  don't  find  life  funny 
anymore,"  she  said.  "I've  lost  so  many 
friends  [to  AIDS.]"  Probably  everyone  at  her 
level  of  Hollywood  has  lost  so  many  friends 
to  AIDS,  but  with  the  exception  of  Susan 
Sarandon  and  Meryl  Streep  showing  up  with 
pink  triangle  buttons  (Sarandon  on  a  morning 
talk  show  and  Streep  in  the  new  movie 
Postcards  from  the  Edge),  you  wouldn't 
know  it,  would  you? 

When  Midler  won  her  Grammy  for  "The 
Wind  Beneath  My  Wings,"  she  said,  "Hey, 
Bonnie  (Raitt),  I've  got  one  too."  Then  she 
thanked  the  people  winners  usually  thank: 
(the  producers,  the  writers,  the  family,  the 
friend),  but  she  had  a  little  something  to  add. 
Earlier  on  the  show  she  had  performed  the 


song,  which  is  from  her  movie  Beaches,  and 
as  she  finished  it  up  in  her  stunning  slate  gray 
1950s  woman- wiih-hips  dress  she  said,  clear 
as  a  bell,  "Jerry,  this  is  for  you."  And  when, 
later  in  the  show,  she  had  her  Grammy  in  her 
hand,  she  waved  it  into  the  camera,  and 
closed  her  speech  of  giddy  gratitude  with 


"This  is  for  all  the  Jerrys  in  my  life." 

Midler's  friend  and  collaborator  Jerry  Blatt 
had  died  the  previous  year  of  AIDS.  Together 
they  had  come  up  with  the  stage  patter  that 
makes  her  such  a  powerhouse  in  concert,  and 
together  they  had  written  some  of  her  novelty 
numbers,  including  "Fiesta  in  Rio"  ("What's 


the  good  of  Rio  /  when  you  can't  even  pee- 
o...It  was  fiesta,  but  I  had  the  clap").  We  can 
sing  about  clap,  but  AIDS  sort  of  shuts  our 
mouths. 

In  Some  People's  Lives,  Midler's  new 
album  dedicated  to  Jerry  Blatt,  there  is  this 
sobriety  amidst  the  giggles.  The  title  cut,  a 
song  by  Janis  Ian  and  Rhonda  Fleming 
(performed  by  Ian  at  an  AIDS  benefit  at 
Reno  Sweeney's  in  Manhattan),  is  about  lives 
cut  short,  dreams  slipping  out.  Midler  told 
Stephen  Holden  of  the  New  York  Times  that 
when  she  first  heard  it,  she  broke  into 
hysterical  sobbing.  One  gets  the  decided 
impression  that  this  is  only  half  exaggeration. 

When  Midler  performed  Randy  Newman's 
"I  think  it's  Gonna  Rain  Today"  a  couple  of 
seasons  back  on  Johnny  Carson’s  Tonight 
Show  she  looked  like  she'd  been  crawling 
about  the  floor  for  a  while;  this  is  what  the 
song  is  about,  and  this  is  what  she  brings  to 
it.  And  her  new  album  is,  to  a  large  extent, 
what  surviving  an  epidemic  is  about:  grief 
and  spirit  in  equal  doses. 

She  begins  the  new  album  with  an  up¬ 
tempo  song  called  "One  More  Round," 
written  by  Jessica  Harper,  Alice  Willis  and 
Danny  Sembello.  It  is  a  joyous  little  lyric, 
with  infusions  of  skip-rope  jingles:  "One  for 
the  pretty  boys  in  a  row."  But  you  haven't 
perfected  the  tap  in  your  toe  by  the  time  she 
moves  right  into  "Some  People's  Lives,"  her 
voice  totally  tinged  in  sadness,  compassion 
and  weariness  from  the  struggle  of  life.  It  is  a 
monumental  performance,  even  for  her. 

Midler  was  once  compared  by  a  writer  at 
The  New  Republic  to  T.S.  Eliot,  because  both 
of  them  have  used  a  Cuisinart  approach  to 
culture  in  their  art.  His  "The  Wasteland" 
required  footnotes  because  of  languages  dead 
and  living  brought  in  by  the  young 
pretentious  poet,  and  Midler  is  as 
comfortable  with  Cole  Porter  as  she  is  with 
Amanda  ("The  Rose")  McBroom.  On  this 
album  she  does  a  swing  rendition  of  Porter's 
ironic  masterpiece  "Miss  Otis  Regrets," 
which  she  begins  with  her  little  Bette  Midler 
voice  asking  if  Miss  Otis  is  home.  Well,  no, 
dear,  she's  been  hanged  for  shooting  her 
lover,  and  we're  going  to  take  the  whole  thing 
in  stride  and  rhythm,  and  right  now.  It  is  a 
divine  performance. 

Continued  on  page  10 


■  I  vtvtVfti 1 1 r  f • 


Treasure 


mm 


CO 

‘■T3 

CO 

03 

CD 


conference 


IS 

with 

in 

then 

since 

as 

of 

but 

why 

not 

for 


9 


Politics 


oS 


cz 

.59 


CO 

CD 


CA 

0 

V 

3 

w 


>» 

n  00 

0  n 


■Sei..- 


^D> 


c-d«2 

^  ^>E 

S  «  C  (0 

_iIDO 


a  multidisciplinary  conference 
including  panels,  poetry  readings, 
videos,  performance  art,  films  & 
photographs 

panel  topics  include: 
literature,  politics,  anthropology, 
experiences  of  people  of  color, 
history,  cultural  studies,  iaw, 
sociology,  philosophy,  education 

plenary  speakers:  Marlon  Riggs  & 
Catharine  Stimpson 


preregi.siration  urged 

public  $10/  students  $5 

banquet  $20  (no  sale  after  10/22) 


registration 

Oct.  26,  4:30-7:30 

Science  Center  Lobby 


sponsored  by  The  Open  Gate  , 

A  Fund  for  Gay  <&  Lesbian  Life  at  Harvard 


and  the  Office  of  the  Assistant  Dean  for  Ci^education 


Celebrate  the  New  Indigo 

Indigo*  On  Sundays 

For  Women  &  Their  Friends  9-1,  Dance  to  D.J.  Linda  Lawrence. 
Free  admission  Jor  the  rest  of  1990 

Express  Yourself 

Women' s  Talent  Showcase 
Oct.  3 1  .  7:30  PM 

Spend  an  evening  with  New  England's  newsest  rsisng  stars. 

Tickets  now  on  sale 


THE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

Thurs  4PM  2AM.  Fri  4  PM  2AM.  Sat  9PM  2AM.  Sun  9PM  I  AM 
82  3  .Main  Street.  Cambridge.  M  A  617-497-7200 


